MO ———Y 


——_—_— — 


_— 


Weighty Queſtions 
DISCUSSED: 


I. Whether Impoſztion of Hands im Separating 
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ſtitution of a particular Church, that the 
Teaching Elders and the Members meet 
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To the READER. 


Hat Unity among Chriſt ian Brethren is a thing not only beautifull in ie 

| ſelf, but alſo a Daty greatly incumbent upon them who profeſs that 

bleſſed Name of Chriſt, none that read the Holy Scripture caw be ig- 

morant of it ;, yea, a Duty ſo greatly incumbent, that they who do not all they 

can to promote it | provided the Authority of tbe Scriptures be preſerved *] taking 

care that they neither profeſs mr prattiſe any thing in the Houſe of God, but 

what 1s according to the Holy Scriptures, leſt that Unity ſhould be hindered, 

they neither ſhew that reſpett ty th: Command of Chriſt to us, nor to the Pray- 
er he made to his Father for this End, as become Chriſtians. 

1 thought I might have ſaid, that both in former At that Holy Table, where 
times, and in theſe dayes, 1 had been as deſirous of * Mg many ave on — | 
this Unity as ſome other Men. Glad I was when I ancationm Presbyterians 
heard ſome Brethren of the Independant and Pretbyte- & Anabaptiſts, Members of 
rial Perſwaſion in London did attempt it ;, their the Church of Exgland, thar 
Names were wery dear unto me, when I heard who I _ as Chriſtians, 
they were that pad in it, tho' I knew none of them ; —_ = , art Forres 
more glad I was, when about four Tears ſince a Copy zi; chiefly ſeen, 
of the Arreement was ſent me,to which my Brethren im 
the Countrey and my ſelf readily conſented : We expetted the ſame ſhould have 
been Publiſhed, but we find another much different from it. In particular, in 
the former, Ordination was to be performed with Impolition of Hands, but 
in this the Words are left out, and theſe words put in, The Perſon that is Cho- 
ſen, ſhall be Duely Ordained ; not expreſſins what that Due Ordination is : 
However, as it ts worded, 1 Conſent to this ;, and whatever be the different Sen- 
timents I have from others, in ſeveral things mentioned [| and more than are 
mentioned 7] in the Agreement, yet I have willingly Subſcribed to it, and Pros 
feſs my ſelf a United Brother with all that are Duely Ordained. 

In a ſmall Treatiſe which ſome few Tcars ſince 1 publiſhed, I took Norice of 
the Apoſiolical Churches how they were Conſtitured, I named Nine Churches, 
all that 1 could find, in which were ſeveral Elders : I find not one Church in 
the Goſpel where was but One Paſtor. 

Since that, Dr. Owen hath taken Notice of it, and hath proved by ſeveral 
Scriptures and Reaſons, that there ought to be many Elders in every particu- 
lar Church. |[_ There were three Teachings Elders, beſides other Officers, in his 
Church, this was like a Goſpel-Church. ] To have but one Paſtor to govern, is 
a Novel Opinion, he ſaith ; and what he adds is true, It is difficult, if not 
impoſſible, on ſuppoſition of one Elder only in a Church, to preſerve 
the Rule of the Church from being Prelatical or Popular. 

As there ought to be many Elders 1m one Church, ſo 1 doubt not byt the true 
Primuive Church-Government was by a Preſident wh the Presbytery, Noe 
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* Preſident over more Churches, but only one particular Church. Wot & 
Preſident ſuperiour in Power over the Presbytery, but 


Who Tonkin, enly Ordinis gratia, Revel, 2. 18, md 4y4Mw. (a) 
b) The Preſident with 24. Ugir Is aiye, (h) the li-kt 
Ow Above 4 ye, (h) the li-kt of Nature direfts to 


this. I would williaoly bave but one Inſtance given, 
where this Government was ever prejudicial to the 
Church, More I could ſay : I only mention this, that 
tho' in theſe Points 1 may differ Jo my Brithren, 
beſides what are me"tioned in the Agreement, yer jr 
binders not my Union with them, 

What this Due Ordination 5s, our Brethren, as I ſaid, have not told us. 
Henee the Diſcuſſing of this Queſtion, falls not under that Prohibition, P. 3. 
that we muſt not Di/pure thole different Sentiments : For our Sentimenrs 
do all agree it muſt be Due Ordination ;z, which if ut be nor declared what it is, 
we agree and Subſcribe to we know not what. 

Before I Subſcribed, I asked the Brethren whether the Subſcribing to this 
Apreement did debar us from an amicable diſcuſſing the Queſtions whercin we 
afer ? they all Anſwered, No. IWe were not hindered by it, IWe know the 
afferent Sentiments, before we Subſcribe the Azreement, and tho' we Diſpute 
them, yet our Union holds as well as if we aid not diſpute them, 

The Apoſile exchorts, 1 Cor. 1. 10 and Phil. 2. 2. chat we be all of one 
Mind,. of one Judgment. If we muſt not labour after it, to what purpoſe 
is the Exhortation ? Is n9t the diſcuſſing Controverted Queſtions in a Chriſtian 
amicable way, ſeeking Light from God, and jetting up his Ends, [_ not our 
own 7] one way t0 come to be of one mind, which the Apoſtle exhorts to ? 


So Brza, and Raynol- 
dus Anglorum Eruditiſſi- 
mus, &c, ſaith Didocla. 
Alta, Damaſ. p. 131. 


. T am ſure it 15, and could give good proof of it from experience, in the Queſti- 


on 110 aiſpured. If we may- not do this, then it 1s as much as to ſay, There 

are different Sentiments amoneglt us, and ſhall be ſo ; for tif, 1 ſay, the 
End of the Azreement, which is Union, 4: preſerved. 

As to the Queſtion of Ruling Elders, which have continued in the Firoin 

: Churches of the Vaudois from the Apoſtles dayes, and 

The Apoſtle mennonng gz tbe Churches of Bohemia, where their Work is laid 

og Ang tr  <poony open with much more ſatisfattion ro me, than-in any 

- Book, I have yer ſeen in England. Zſhall be thankful 

ro any Brother who will diſpute. the Queſtion Pro or Con, ut ſhall not hinder 

UVmon. 

- As to this Queſtion about Ordination, it is to my Knowledze a preat hinge. 
ranoe of owr Union : The thing is ſo clear in ſeveral Texts of Ser iprure, how 
3t ſhould be performed, and the Prattice of the beſt, if not al! the Churches 
ſince obe Apoſtles times, have been! accordingly with Impoſition of Hands, that 
1 bave wondered any Man'ſhould ſcruple it. 

[ beard of an Ordination in our County of an illiterate Perſon, and that 
withoar'Impolition of Hands ; after it was paſt, hearing of another ( who: 
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is 4 Scholar *] to be Ordained by the ſame Perſons, I wrote to him, to deſire”, 
the Elders that were to Ordain fim, to give me the Scriptures which did Ware. 
rant them't6 Ordain without Impoſition of Hands : 'One of them undertook.it, 
a Perſon whoſe Gifts and Graces 1 honour. For Scriptures ke gave me none : , 
IVbether his Reaſons be Cogent, the ſequel. ſhall declare. 

That Diminiſhing, from the Word 1s as great a Sin as Addition tothe Word, 
none can deny ;, the Text is expreſly againjt them both, Deut. 12, 32, and Ch. 
4s 2+ both off er an Aﬀront to the Wiſdom of the Lam-0otver : Adduwuion charg es 
him with Defect : Diminiſhing charges him with ſuper ſlutty, appointing things 
needleſs and vain. 

Grant it; that (mpoſition of Hands i» Ordination be but a Ceremony, yer 
it is God's Ceremony, appointed firſt by his .expreſsCommana, 
Not to conferr Gifts, as fome would have it, but. to Sepa- 
rate 10 Office, If you then could deny Communion with the Church of England, 
becauſe of their Addition of Humane DoCtrinal Ceremonies torbe Worſhip , 
of God |[_ 1 doubt not but this was one Cauſe among others, ] may we. uot thens, 
quzſt ion our Communion with you, in your Adminiſtring of the Holy. things, for 
throwing out God*s Ceremony. | 

It is one thing to hold Communion with a Perſon as a Chriſtian [ which 1 
can do with all my Soul 7 another thing to hold Communion with the ſame. Per- 
ſon as a Miniſter, asſpenſing the Hol, things of God : For when, as in Sepa- 
ration to Office, God's Ceremony expreſſed in frue or ſix Scriptures, 1s left out, 
have you no: given us juſt Cauſe, {fins by the Authority of God in thoſe Serip-. 
tures, to queſtion the lawfulneſs of your Miniſtry ? O why do our Brethren lay 
ſuch Blocks in our way, to hinder that which the Lord hath ſo Commanded, and 
wc ſo earneſtly. deſire and ſeck after, Unity ? 

I have jpoken with ſome Ordained thus, and they told me they wonld bave 
been Ordained with J»ipoſition of Hands, and expetted it, but they who didit,, 
refuſed it ; the more trowle have they made in the Church. 

They who come into the Goſpel-Miniſtry, muſt come in according to Goſpet-. 
Order, - God ſtands apox his Order, 1 Chron. 15. 13. God made a Breach: 
upon ns, for that, we fonght him not after Due Order. How ſevere was; 
the Holy Law-niver then ;, but there was not Dae Order, nor & here Dae Qr- 
diration : God is the ſame God ſtill, the God of Order as well as then. The 
Scriptures are pl un in-this Point ;, why are not we as plain? what need have we 
of other words tiz4n what we fiad in the Scriptures ? 

If Impoſirion of Hmnds were bat an indifferent thing, or but a circumſtance of 
the Action : I conid Anſwer my ſelf : But it will appear to be that in which Se. 
paration to Office 8s principally made, and in which only it i ſeen. 

That godly and learned Men may err as well by Diminiſhing from the Word, 
as fnch have done in Adding to the Word, I know nothing again#.it, they are- 


. 
. 


Nam), 8. 10, 14- 


bit Men: But theſe Men who [as I judge ] diminiſh: from the Word, would: 


not therefore Unite, and bold Communion with them in Worſhip, where theſe Ad- 


. 
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ditions were, becauſe they were godly and learned Men. We have our Rule 
r0Took to, nor Men, further than they walk according to that Rule, 

If the Reader meet with the Word Independent, 1 deſire him not to be offend. 
ed, for this Diſcourſe berween my Brother and my ſelf, was before the Agreement 
of the United Brethren came forth ; wer the word ray be uſed Cano ſenſu well 
enough : For 1 doubt not a particular Church duely (1 ;antzca, walking reoular- 
ly, may Execute all the Power of the Keys within it ſelf, without dependency up = 
on any other Churches. 

As to the End of my publiſhing this Treatiſe, my Conſcience bears me Witneſs 

efore the Lord, I aim but at theſe two things. 

'I. To remove that Block, if I could, which hinders our hearty Union : 1 
know it offends many of our Brethren |, beſides, it gives advantage to them :rho 
obſerve our Prattices to ſpeak, againſt us, and that juſ!y. 

2. To keep up the Authority of the Scriptures, which are {o plain in this Caſe, 
that if we will own Ordination without Impoſition of Hands to be Due Ocdinati- 
oh, then the Authority of five or fix Scriptures ts ſet by. 

I know n0 other ground of our Sufferings, but our maintaining of the Authorit 
of the Scriptures, while Men would be Impoſing upon us ſuch Nenes in the Houſe 
and Worſhip of God, which if the Queſtzons were truly ſtated [ which thty never 
did ] have no footing or oround iu the Holy Scriptures, but were their Addition 
to them, as if the Wiſdom of God in the Seriptures were defettive. 

If we ſuffered then for the Authority of the Seryprures, while Men added 
to them, we will not otve away their Authority now while men diminiſh from 
them. Where ſhall we End if this be the Prattice ? 

As to the Second Queſtion, 1 ſeck Light. 

t. To bave but one Paſtor or Teaching Elder im a Church, aprees- neither 
with the Holy Scripture nor ſound Reaſon. Good Mr. Faldo was troubled about 
it, I underſtand by his Letter to ze. 

2. The Poverty of the Charches generally ts ſuch, that very few can main 
tain One, then not more. 

3. Complaints have been made by ſome Members of Churches, that their Pa- 
ftors have not proceeded rightly againſt them, and they had no kelp. 

4. If then the Holy Scriptures have not declared that the Officers and Member, 
of a Church muſt meet alwayes in One Place, then all Church-work may be 
carried on, which as now we ſtand, cannot be, I begg of the Father of Lights 
ro Guide Vs, 


The Unworthieſt of the United Brethren, 


GILES FIRMIN, 


The Prediftion of Mr. Daniel Rogers, Miſter © 
Wethersfield i Eſſex, concerning King Charles 
the firſt, and Arch-Biſhop Laud. 


chard Rogers, a Man eminent 1n Holineſs, whom God honoured ro make 
him his Inſtrument in bringing home many Souls to Chriſt, 

If you ask what he was fer Grace himſelf? His grother, Mr. Nathgnaet Ward, 
uſe to ſay of him, Aſy Brother Rogers bath Grace enough for two men, byt got balf 
tough for bimſelf. His Natural Conſiirution was no Advantage to Grace, 

If you a:k what he was for a Divine? his Works Anſwer for him. 

If zou ask what he was for a Scholar ? two things declared him to be a Scho- 
lar ; one was this : When Arch-Biſhop Laxd Viſited, Mr, Rogers was Summon- 
ed to appear, and did ſo; whether Mr. Rogers did grapple with the Arch-Bi- 
ſhop, I cannot tell, but one thar lived in the Town where I now do, being then 
preſent ar the Court, heard the arch-Biſhop ſay ro ham, Hr. Rogers, I achnow- 
ledge you to_bt @ better Scholar than my (elf, but I will make you know your place : 
And filenced him. 

A ſecond thing was this, which I had from a Kinſman of mine, who was of 
Clare-Hall at the ſame rime, if not the ſame Year with Mr. Rogers; the Man 
was a very moderate Epiſcopal Man, he told me this. 

The Arch-Biſhop ſends down a Corypbus [ this was the Word he uſed ] to 
the Univerſity of Cambridge, to Challenge the Puritans, and gave his Queſtion 
accordingly : Great Expectation there was in the Univerſity 3 Mr. Rogers being 
Fellow of Chriſt s-Coll:zdgr, came , Oppanent ; the firſt Argument.he uſed was 
ſo ſtrong, and he followed it fo cloſe, that he Crampt the Reſpondent, down 
fell the Ceremonial Champion ; the Under-graduartes obſerving 1t, went to Mr. 
Rogers, took him our of his Place, and carried him our of the Schools upon 
their Shoulders 3 when he was 1n the Schools yard, a Fellow of St. Jobns comes 
behind him, and gives him a Clap on the Back as he was on their Shoulders, 
with theſe Words, Rogirs, go bome and Hang thy ſilf, thou wilt never dye with 
more Honour. 

This is the Man, wich whom after he had Preached on his LeAure-day, 1 
walked to his Houſe : As we were 1n the way, he asked me, where the King 
was? I told him: He looks upon me, and fatd, If that King dyes the ordinary 
Death of Men, then God n: (p1br by me, I was amazed to hear ſuch words come 
from ſo grave 2nd eminent a Livine : O Sir! faid ] ro him, What do yoa meart 
to ſpeak ſuch Words concerning the King; I beleech you give me your Reaſons 
why you ſpeak thus + He fixed his Eyes upon me, and gave me-only this An- 
ſwer, Say you no mare to me, but do you objerue what I ſay to you. 

I was much troubled at theſe words. A few daycs after I met with rwaof 
his intimate Acquaiacance, excellent Chriſtians, and told them I was mucis 
w2 ubled 


I you ask me who this Mr. Daniel Rogers was? he was the Son of Mr. &i- 


Note this, 
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croubled at what T heard Mr. Rogeys ſpeak concerning the King ; they asked me 
what he (aid! I rold them ; they Anſwered me, That might very well be, for 
before the Wars began, while the Kingdom was in Peace, he told us, I} this 
"King Charles and this Prelate Lad dye the ordinary death of Men, then God never 
ſpake by me. [| Biſhop Laud's Head was off before I came into England. } I ask- 
ed them if he ſpake of any more ? they (aid, No, only thoſe two, I thought 
tho' he were a very heavenly Man, and one much with God in Prayer, yer 1 
did not rake him to be immediately inſpired by God, as the Prophers were, and 
ſo the Thoughts went off, 

Afterwards, when the High Court #f Fuſtice ( as they called ir 7 ate upon the 
King, I did not mind his words, for I did nor think they had any intention to 
take away the King's Life : When I underſtood they were in earneſt, I went to 
Church on the Faſl-day, with a purpoſe to ſtir up the People ro Pray for the 
King's Life; but before I came there, one overtakes me upon the Road, and 
told me the King was dead, Ir was the Faſt-day, on which Mr. Rogers alwayes 
Preached in the Forenoon : In the Afternoon [_ which he never did before but 
once, as I remember ] he comes to our Church, 1 ſuppoſe to obſerve how I re- 
ſented the King's Death: After I had done, Mr. Rogers goes home with me, 
and diſcourſing about the King's Death, he recalled a Paſſage I had in my Pray- 
er concerning it, Thou ſaidſt true, ſaid he ro me, and there tizis Old Prophet [ 1 


' may call him ſo 7] leaning upon my Table, bemoaned the Death of King Charles, 


being much affefed with ir. Let others judge of this as they pleaſe, yer this 1 
dare ſay, No Prophet immediately inſpir'd by God, did with more Confidence 
concerning Thing or Perſon! as he was _— rhan Mr. Rogers did confi- 

ently forerell that King ſhould not dye the ordinary Death of Men, 

That he ſhould have any hand in the Kings Death, no rational Man that 
knew him would think ſo. | 1. For he never came among Parliament or Ar- 
my Men, but an old Man, lived rerired at home. 2. So many Years as I lived 
by him, T do not remember that ever I heard him ſpeak againſt the King. 
3. The Words were ſpoken before the Wars began, to others, thd after they 
were begun, ro me. 4. He bemoaned the has Death. $. Th6 he was a ve- 
ry gracious Man, yet he was exerciſed roo with God*s Hidings of himſelf 
from him, to have any Hand iv ſuch AQs. 

What Uſe to make of rhis, I leave to Wiſe Men, 


Weighty Queſtion 
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Whether impoſition of Hends in the Separation of s Þ o- 
ſort tb the Wotk of the Miniſtry be neceſſary ? , 


Efore I come to the Queſtion, give 'me-leave t6 prettifſe a Telſ* 
things. 
B Firft, Tho' Gifts are Eſſential to « Mirer [they thhſt be 1 
ixavol, 1 Tim, 2.2. to whom Timodlly milf commit the things be 
bad heard, &c,) . Yet Gifts to not make a Miniſter. 1 have known feve- 
ral Gentlemen {they were Scholars indeed} who as to Gifts were as he 
for the Miniftry #s moſt Miniſters at this dey in Ziglaty z yer theſe wor- 
thy Men 'did not imvade the Office of the Miniftry, as'many illicerate, iafe- 
xiopr, and too many erroneous Mechanicks Uo tow, t6 the d ee of that 
FuttRion :. Had they bren grive experience. Chritizns, xs fhave'known 
ſome called forth, tryed and ordained by Letirned Divines to Ptaces ſuſta- 
ble, I ſhould not have oppoſed, but enconraged and preferred before ma- 
ny who. are called Sebgilzrs, bar itretigions a2 igrioran m 'Sotl- Works, 
Sreondiy, Perſons may be Inſtrumental to rhe Converſion of others, and 2dly. 
yet.not fit for the MWiviftry. 1have knowh ſuch, That Parenits, Even Moe- 
thers, by their godly Edacation of theit CHNareh, thtry be itftrumechtal ro 
the Conyerfion of their Children : Whe will deny it? A norable inftance 
I. could give of a dying Mother, ſpeaking to a wicked rebellious Son, 
[ ſhe had other Children godly] God bleſſed her Words, that ie became 
a zgracions Man, 
Thirdly, The EleiiHon of the People dots idt_rhake a Mioifter,. Dr. Owen 241, 
hath ſpoken enough ro this: Uno 0feetrs of the Church vt agony faith x, 2, 
he,. Eleion of the People, ſubmitting themſelves unto them in the Lovdy and p. 83. 85+ 
thi ſolemn ſetrrng nheds (apart, by impoſition bf Huhds : And aftet that he writes, ; 39. 
that Church is defeRiye, that warts tht . Sy#thv! vf- Authoritative Ofdi 
. Hatiov, vit Impoſition of Hands, 
And 


(2) 


And in his Expoſition of the Hebr. 1. 3. . Impoſition of Hands is 4 Right 
of. landing uſ: 3 th Church, and that Sep Wo rk T uch m—_ 

In his Second Book of che Church, mentioned before, p. 136. he proves 
there ought to be many Elders in one particular Church, This he proves, 
mM; trom-Scripture 3 24!y. by Reaſons : bne of which he fetches from In- 
poſition of Hends. I}, ſaith he, there be but one Elder only in a Church, upon 
bis Death or Removal, this Impoſition of Hands, mu either be left unto the 
People, or be ſupplyed by the Elders of other Churches, or be wholly omitted, all 
which are Irregular. He did acknowledge the Ordination he had without 
Impoſition of Hands, when he turned /ndependant, was defeftive. 

Whether Dr. Omes. had his band in drawing up the Savoy Confeſſion, 
I know not. But'We ſce, npon mature-thoughts , when he is leaving the 
World, he. gives his- Judgment according to the Holy Scriptures which 
ſhould be the only Guide and Rule in the Houſe of God] contrary to 
that Confeſſion, = 

Why Impoſetion of Hands by Elders of other Churches ſhould be 1rregu- 
Jar ? he names no Scripture to prove it. But if it be omitted, that 
Ordination, ſaith be, is irregular, (this we are ſure of from Scripture) that's 
enough ſor me, If it be iryegular, then *tis not Due Ordination; for the Rule hath 
not it's Due given to it, If ſuch Ordination can be valid, to what purpoſe 
is the Rule? We ſhall have ſtrange things follow if this be admitted, that.in 
Religion , and in the Houſe of God;. Ats mzy be valid which are nov.con. 
formable tothe Word of God, The Word faith thus, but theſe As 
anſwer it not. 

Pious and Learned Mr. Faldo before his Death, wrote me word, That 
v* of the Brethren againſt 1mpoſition of Hands was with him, and deba- 

d the Queſtion with him; and this eſpecially he ſtuck at, He would nova/- 
low the Elders of one particular Church to perform Office-Alts, 10 thoſe that were 
wot of that Church, Mr. Feldo tells me, He gave bim &« formal Argument, to 
prove that it might be, and in many caſes it muſt be admitted, This be deſired to 
write down, and did. ſo, and believe it will be ſren by others in this Town of bis 
Opinion ; Aud if they will take occaſion to ventilate that Difference Brotherly, it 
w3ll not be declined by jome of your and my mind, Thus Mr. Faldo. 

What that Argument was Mr. Faldo did not write: 1 wrote to that 
Brother, defiring him to let me know ir, but I cannot obtain It ; he ſearched 
for it, but could not find it, | 

But now, for Impoſation of Hands in ſeparating a Perſon to Office in the 
Houſe of God, this came in by an expreſs Command of God, Nunb.$. 10,14. 

Who are meant by the Sons of Jfrael in the 1cth. verſe, is the Queſti- 
on. Mr Pool ſaith, the Firſt-Born, or chief of tbe Tribes. The ſame Per- 
ſons I preſume, might be both, and moſt probable it was ſo. 

k FIfs Chark-.ni. [as Mr. Ainſworth Quotes him,. and agrees with him in 
it) ſoith, They were the Firfl-Born. In this caſe he may be credited as 
foon as any Chriſtian Writer. 

Stcondly, We read in the three next verſes, 16, 17, 18. the Lord tells 
Moſes three, times,. that he bad tabiy the Levites inſtead of the Firſt-bors; 
Hence *r1s,' moſt probable, the Firſt-born were they who impoſed Hands on 
the Levites 

Thirdly, By this 47, faith Mr. Pool, thty fignified their transferring that 
Right of Miniftring. z0 God,. from the Firfi-born, in whoſe bands it formerly 
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war, Very good: But who ſbo«/d, or who could give 'away the Firf- 
Borns Right but themſelves? We read, £xod 24. 5- Moſes {ext the Toung 
Men '0f- the Sons of Iſracl, and they offered burnt Offerings. Who were theſe 
Young Men? The Chaldre faith, I 17 Prinogmiti, the Firſt born. 
Theſe were the Prieſts or Sacrificers, until the Levites had the Prieſt- 
hood in their Tribe. So Numb. 3. 12. Tis certain, the Firſt-born had 
many Priviledges [ tho* Zſau deſpiſe his Eirth-right.) Then the -Firſt-born 
muſt impoſe hands, and give away their Priviledges ; but ſhall they who 
have no right give away another Man's Right? 

Fourthly, The Firſt-born were ſeparated, Erod. 13.2. SanTifie unto mt e- 
very Firfi-bomn; in their SanRification, there was a Separation. Now it 
is moſt probable, that they who were ſeparated did ſeparate the Levites, and 
not others, I inſiſt upon this for a Reaſon I ſhall give hereafter ; let 
our O poſites give better Reaſons to prove they were not the Firſt-born. 

As this Prafice came into the Church by God%#s Command, ſo it con- 
tinued in the Jewiſh Church, Dr. Lightfoot tells us, that ſome Men who 

ave themſelves ro the ſtudy of the Law, became very Learned Men, which 
Sep might, the Law being in their own Tongue, and did teach, befide 
the Prieſts and the Levites : but none withour being firſt ordained, and 
that with impoſition of bands, Dr. Owen affirms the Gamez when the 
Goſpel-Church was to be eretted, the Apoliles, with whom Chriſt had 
ſpoken of things pertaining to the Kingdom of God, Afis 1-3. when a Deacon 
was to be ſet apart to his Office, they did it with 1mpoſition of bands, Afts 6.6. 
And fo the Churches praQtiſed ever afterwards, As 13.3. 1 Tits 4+ I4+ 
I Tiw. 5, 22. Heb. 6.2, Of which Text more anon. 

This was the PraQtice of the Churches next the Apoſtles, and ever fince 
amongſt the Fathers, Papiſts, and Proteſtants, both Lutheraxrs, Calviniſis, 


Epiſcopal, Preſbyterian, Independents ; 1 never ſaw in my time, while 1 was Platfor. 
there, nor ever heard fince I came from New England [tho I have en» Ch. Diſe. 
quired] that any one was ordained to any Office in the-Church without Cap. 9. 
Inpoſfition of bands. Theſc4. 5. 
Thus the Synod held there * 1649. tells us, upon theſe Hypotheſes, that * 42d ap- 
the Fraternity is the wys]oy Aex]1x4y, of the Power of the Keys; and that proved by 
EleRion gives the Eſſence, If there be no Elders, Impoſetion of bands may bethe Synod, 
 _ by ſome of the Brithren, Numb. $. 10. But there is a Difference b*1d at Bo- 
rween the Firf-born there, and our private Brethren; and good reaſon ſton 1680. 


why they ſhould impoſe Hands, and not our private Men. It was not fo 
in the Goſpel-Church : Ir is Irregs/ar, ſaith Dr, Owen. But by this we ſee 
how poſition of Hands muſt be, and was in Pra&ice. 

In the next Theſss: The Fiſth, they tell us, In ſuch Churches where there 
art no Elders, and the Charch deſire it, we fre not why Impoſition of bands may 
net be performed by the Elders of other Churches, Ordinary Officers laid 
bands upon Offers of many Churches, The Presbytery at Epheſus, laid bands 
»pou Timothy an Evangeliſt, The Presbytery at Antioch, laid bands upon 
Paul and Barnabas, Theſe Men do not tell ns this is their Judgment, 
but they give us the Holy Scriptures for what they ſay. Whgreas,.the 
Savoy Conf:ſion gives us not one word of Scripture; but only tells us, -where 
the Eſlence of a Paſtor lyes, without impeſotion of bands, which is denyed, 
I muſt ſay with Tertullian, Non rtcipio, quod extra Scripturam dt tuo inſers. 
$i Apoſtolic, cum Ayoftolis ſenti, FIR 
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-T find in 4he nivg of the Reformation of the Church of Scotlends 


| when came newly our of Popery, impoſition of Hands was not 5 
An Ter op I readiia the _ 


pag. 26. 


Hiſtory put out by Mr. Calderwood. | Fhat 
of God, Mir. Robert Bruce {whoſe Name T honour} was not ordained thus, nor 
any other way, thatT cau learn, as if there were ometrhing in him cxtras 
ordinary 3 though I bovour the Man, yet we wuſlt ſtick to our Rele, and 


An. 158;,not Mr. Bruce, But afterwards, they tell us, how Ordination is to he 
pag. ic5, peiformed, viz. by Faftung, Proyer, and Impoſtion of the Hands af the Eiderſbip, 


An. 1597 


After this, pag. 383. they make it Indifferext. 
Bur at a gezeral Aflembly, ic was ordered, That there be ap Uniform 


pag. 408, Order touching Ordination of Miniſters throughout the whole Realm, aud 


that with 12 pofiuionof &ands ; and thus it holds to this day. 


An. 1598. * Mr, Bruce having preached many Years, would admit of mp oſition of bands 
pag. 424. far :Coxfirmetion, but not for Ordization. beveral denyed him to he theis 


peg 425, 


lawful Paſtor far want of impoſition ; but others owa'd him. 

—_— accepts of 1mpoſion for Confirmation; and Mr. Port impoſes hands— 
u 118. 

Gi, As for kmpoſition of Hands for Confirmation, as it js uſed in Exglond, 
after Acptiſon, Ifind not anc word of it-ia all che tiftory, nar didghe Church 
of Scotland own it, that 1 find there. | 

Secondly, AN this while, there is not-one Scripture hrought by thoſe who 

Inpoſition; Yet they had xaken the Word of Gad for their oxly 
Rule, which 1» ſo expreſs for tmpoſiion, &rc. Which makes me wonder at 
Ny. Bruce, do holy a Nan. Bur if they had-ne Scripepre, had they no Reg- 
ſons ? Yes, they had one, and bur one, and that a pucyiul ence too. - Thus, 
It being laid a5. ground, that none can 1iceive Oreinction to 'the Miniffry, 
without Tmapoſerion of Hands, and 'thes the Ceremony 1s proper 140 Biſbopy, it bt» 
byved ito follow, that none could entir into the Miniſtry, without #he Impoſit iog 
of the Hands of Biſhops, This is all very firange that Aſr. Aruce (hquld ad- 
amic .of {rmapofition of Hands for Confirnation, when the Biſhops glo appro 
priate that to themſelves as well as in Ordmation, , ; 

How many things may 'be ſaid to this, to ſhew 'the weakneſs af this 

ground ? Any underfianding man may eaſily ſee 3 hu I forbear. -bhe Reper+ 
ſen: aj60n of Prechgacrian Gavernmert, aud put out.the Year 1690. when &j- 
pops ave wuirng'd our, telus inthe fixteenth Seftian, 'Thet don we into the 
afruifhry by Eleition and Ordination, by laying on of the Hands af tht BIus 
Gytovy, evbich is a mean of Communicating ad utharity to hjm. Then it | ſcams 
the Thurch of Scotland, where this {hr was, can impoſe Hands in Oxding» 
tion- without Biſhops, 
' By reading this Hiſtory, Itind the Government of the Church of Scorlgnd, 
Fom «the firit beginningof\Reformation, was Prebyterian ; wherefore it was 
=o (mall injury to impefſe' upon them Prelatical Biſhops, unles they had 
tbeen of -Cbrifts 4nſtitutian, witich we are ſure they are rot, Andqhat, our 
eſt Reſormess in King Hezry the Eights, and in King Edward the 'Sixgh's, 
it deebare, That Epiſcopacy -was po diſtin Qeder from Breshptery by Di- 
«wine Right, but gnly a prudent Conſtitution of the Civil Magiſtrate, ifor 
the ancr Gorerament of the Chusch, ; 


SECT. 


The Definition of Ordination: 


$to word Ordindtian, L think Grig, de Tales. { old . ; theTim4.Dil. 
F js taken{row the Er & of thar Ordinagce, Avis per Ordinationew 9. &. T. 
aliquis = dans quodarm wQaw Ordint ctirito Feclifnoſtice Diewi ai Chefs fe Is 


Some are Paſtors, ſome are Teachers, ſome are Rulin Bhders ſome are 
Deacons, they are ſet of placed, *Evx7o © Geb;, 1' Cor. 1. 28. in fuch an 
Order in the Hewſe of God,by 0rdizatios, Thus'it hath: "paſſed for Currant ma- 
ny .Gundred Years in the Church, tl yeſterday, Eleion gave the Ffſence 
4ad Ordigation Was vs av Lddjundt. - ] dofire my Brethren but to give ms 
that 141g, a2<carding tothe. Word df God, .and we ſallunite, thowve difs 
fer in $ur Logics Nonons, 

W hat ſbowld Þe done where Drdiaation cannot be had? Samething-I'had 
w &y £0 it, but being none of our Queſtion, 1 let it alone. It is more ma- 
rerial-to know what Ordinatian is, and being it is 'Efential to our Diſcourſe, 
I will give the P«fnitiae of iz. This being. a (ſure Truth, That they who 
do.nat give abe Dafiziyer, they dobut mock the Perſon x0 'be ordained, and 

— Orgipance, for he is not ordained, Cas. convent Dinitio "tide 
page Gen rwnis On Defnatie: & # Contra, lee.” 

c than i, bf Segaretion.of 4 Pirſon rightly qualified t thr work 

of lt ity, Je cacchang Eldexs, with Fofting, Pray, und impoſition of Hand), 

Something I had thought to have ſpoken about the Qualification [where. 
an 1 ſee wheſe pens Pradtices with no-Zontent, their way being to debaſe 
the Mioiliry) bur the fire lying molt in the 024ainers and 1mpoſitions of 
Hauds, 1 ſball ſpeak ;to .theſe;tyco. Heads, 

Thar it &alongs 40 Feaabing Bldrrs, 4, 13+3e Tim. ie boli prove ir. 

Hese the cape riſe ne by Virtue 
Te ola #4x)144r, of the Bawer of the Keys ;' And Ihave: ſeen ft ” 


'T'wo Private Rexions im their lands nponr 1h Ancieft grave Divine, 
i'mbo was.ardaincd, ve; near 40 Years before in Englont, &7. irs 
gave himthe Efſexce, in giving him a-Call, aud fo they gave "him the 


jun. And this being the Opinjon of theſe men here, 1 prefer their Ordi- 
nation ,vvith Impoſition af Hands, and would own hirh fot a G —_— 
before them whom you endain»{ as youſuppoſe?] without Impohrion : 

if Qcdination.hemno mere Prayer and. Fiſting, what need in Factor 


ivg 10 the Principles: of wdency) in another Church, | t Prie, 
Preaubing, and Faſting. Th I grant ara 2 is very comely' &- - 
Kizguce 3 yet -Rreaching is polngredievt jad the Ofdinarion, The Peg E 


can Fat and Þray-as well as ya. I'pbſerred;.while the hands gf rheſe 
vace 'Perſans, were uponthetiead of their-Paſior, one of them myde ſu 


Ro 
Brayer as 11ght became any Ainifter, it was ſo appoſite to et: b 
hand, hat Leouk ur monde - 3 audi believe poet hjs cept Ta 


hog. 


C6). 


My, Nath. Ward uſe to ſ«y, Whether the Fraterzity be the firſt Subje& of the Pow- 
They were the firſt SubyeS of the \er of the Keys 3 Ihave ſpoken to ic ſeveral Years ſince in 
ey-Clog, not the Keys ; So another Feat, I add)bur; a. Few word: now. 
they bave proved in many \ In the mon Wealth, the People are before the 
Churches, 1 am ſurte Magiſtrate : In the Church, the Miniſtry is before the 


People. Thus it began with the Apoliles, they were 
firſt, and after them by @ continual Su of che Miniftry the Church is 
continued, The Minifiry 1s the Inſtrument in God's Hand, which he uſerh 
commonly or chiefly, for the bringing in, and building up of his Church, 
ACor7.6. I, Epheſe 4.11312 The principal Cauſe and the Inſtrument wotk 
together to the producing of the EffeR ; that then the effe& of a Power, 
ſhould be firſt Subjeti that Power of which 'tis an Effe&, is new Logick 
to Mme, 

Dr. Owen faith, The Church is before Ordinary Miniſters, 

Anſw. Firſt, But is it before the Ainiſtry ? Elſe 'tis nothing, 

Secondly, jon is not true, x«]« wer]ds; that faithſul and 
laborious Servang of Chriſt A. Eliot { whom 1 know and honour] Arr, Mcb'w, 
Mr. Leverick, , with great Labour and Induſtry, get the Indian Language, and 
preach'd to the 1ndiens; they were but ordinary Miniſters. God th 
their; Preaching : The' 1#4iens ſome ofchem are converted, gathered-info a 
Church : Were they a Church before theſe Minifters ? And were they the ficft 
Subjedts of the Power of the Keys, before theſe Minifters preached ro them ? 

Let the Scriptures, io the Languages, that the Spirit of God inſpired his 
Pen-men to write them, be ſent to a People who never ſaw then, nor heard 
of them. Letrhis People underſtand them, believe them, embrace ther, 
give themſelves up to them without any Miniſtry, to tranſlat>, to interpret, 
and to help them to underſtand and believe; I will allow this People to be 
the Fajeton Primuns, . Secundum, Tertium, of all the Power of the Keys, 

nor elſe. 

Secondly, There arepthers who lay claim to this, and impropriate it to 
themſelves, as belonging to them only, 4. e, Biſbeps, as being of a Superior 
Order above Teaching Elders : Thus Biſhop:Gawden told me, it was out of 
Courtefie, that the Biſhop edwitted Prichyters to impoſe Hands with them in Ovdina- 
tion. Thanks to this Courteous Biſhop. 1 thought they had followed the 
fourth Council of Carthage : But if Presbyters do impoſe Hands with the Bi- 
ſhop, then the Superiority of the Biſhop above the Presbyter, in Ordiriation, is 
gone: For hnpoſition of Hands is the Principal thing in Ordination, as 1 
will prove anon, becauſe ove prays at the Impofition 3 that argues no Su+ 
periority of Power in him. 

All 8#bops were not of this Biſbep Gawden's mind; not that Biſbop of Peter- 
borough, who. when  he- ordained many at one time, but then take rotice, 
That bt did ordain them as Preſtyter., He ſpoke not without Reaſon ; 
for no Miniſterial Aﬀts in the Church are valid, bot ſuch as as are per- 
formed by Miniſters of _ Infitution. They who are Officers in the 
Church by Cimil or ical Conſtitution, all their Ats as ſuch, fig- 
nifie nothing, But his being a Biſhop, and ſo ſuperior to a Presbyter, was 
.by .no Inſtitutien of Chriſt, had only jus Hunezum to Warrant his Autho- 
rity, and therefore he did not ordain as ſucb « Biſhop, but as Presbyrer, 
Two I: know, Mr. Statbey, (as 1 heard) and Mr. San Smith, who were 
then Ordained ; Mr. $mith ſpake of it often, what the Biſhop ſaid !o them, 
and.wad tem take notice of it; Had Mr. Smith. lived till now, _m_ 


f 
been about 9$ years of Age; ſuppoſe him to be Ordained about 25 years” 
bs Hons y this may Pahar the Name of that Bi {vg ant 


mon-Wealth, be they Bun-bailiffs, Alt-Founders, Fa. they muſt have 
for their Office to Warrant their Aﬀings : But 
God there ſhould be ſuch as look npon themſelves as the Chiefeſt Offi- 
cers in the Church, and yet can ſhew no Law from the Lord of the Houſe ro 
Warrant their Office; this is ſtrange, what hath jus Zumnarum to do in 
the Houfe of God? ' Þ not the Wiidom of the Great God Sufficient to 
know what Officers to appoint in his Houſe, bur ſinful Man muſt ſer. up 
Officers, and ſupream roo, withour him? Thus Biſhop G awvdes 
told me ; The vibe is the Supreean Offictr, [ He ſhould have ſaid the Arch- 
#ih0p} in the Church; you Presbyters are but the Pipe-ſtaves, the Biſhop is the 
Joop that bolds you together, An excellent fimilitudez I defired him. to 
tell me who ſhould be the Cooper to knock on this Hoop, I doubt (I told 
him) the Pope would ſwear by his Keys, that he muſt and will be the Coop- 
er. And Belornin will maintain it by his Argument « Simili, &c. De Ro- 
mens Pontif, mibi. 204, He told me moreover, you Presbyters are no more ah/s 
ts manayt the Goutrnment of the Church of England, than David was able te- 
witli Saul's Armour, 

The Government of the Church of England is a hard word, there needs 
an Interpreter. We poor Presbyters look only ro the Government of our 
particular Flocks, whom we feed with the Word and Sacraments, over 
whom God hath made us _—_ Afts 20. 17, 28. If all the particular 
Congregations in England (ſuppotmg them. to be vikble Sainrs) were fo g9- 
perdd, then by an InduRjon of particulars, it might be ſo cald. 

FE tid fot- indeed in our Government uſe Writs de Exrommunicato Ca- 
piendo, Priſons, Fints,' Cutting off Ears, theſe are Saul's Armoyr, but none 
of PauF's ſpiritual #vapons; 2.Cor. 10. 4. with which we are conrent: If it 
be 'well' examined; it will be found that rhe Zeal of his Government 
hath- been carried our againſt Conſciencious Men, who for De/trin, wor- 
ſhip, Diſcipline, ſtick cloſe to the Word of God, without admitring any Hu- 
mane Inventions to juſtle with him; 1 fay the Zeal has been carried 
ont againſt thoſe -far more than againſt Whore-mongers, Druakards, pro- 
phane Swearers, Dam'mees, &c, 


I can but take notice of Dr, Lightfoot, that learned Man and 'Son of 1' Vol. p: 


the Church of Zngland, living in the times of our Perſecution, who de- 98 


nys Biſhops to be Succeſſors to the Apoſtles And"that it is an improbablt and 
unconſtant Inference, that becauſe there was' Subortination between the Apofles 
and Philip. (in As v.) that therefore the like is to be reputed” betwixt Biſhops 
and other Miniſters. 

I have done with this ; I only aimed at this; Teaching Eldtrs may Ordiain, 
and we have Divine Authoriry for it in the Texts before mentioned : Theſc 
we are ſure are Officers in the Church by Chriſty Inſtiturion 3 'The Zu» 
zherans have Biſhops, - yer they deny any mequality jare Divine, between 
Biſhops and Presbyrers, 'quoed Potrflatem Jurijdiftionis, Therefore Gerrard 


7» 


anſwering: Bellarmin appropriating. 0r4ination to Biſhops ſaith, there is not 71, Min þ. 
one (iitle in all God's Book, thay Ordination by Biſhops ſhou!d bt valid, bur Eecleſ. y. 
by Presbyters ſhould be Null. 261. 

I o 


The next thing. is, it muſt be performed with 1mpoſition of Hands : 
natmcd five Scriptures for. this before, mo f "What 


' - 


C8) 


i, Wis dr, 1th, Or dither "18 7 Wie Thing, 1 of bead; 
Redd þ1a'vk "whit rea part. : yietd_it b þ Lt Fol 
be Habra it chfitivt be _ biiotiſale, b TL 
ries” At po! au pirfe2i6 infegri, ſed ZBlatd j y; Tancipals 
n I ſay Where there is not YmpoſMion of hands, thete I 
a Ea th t ls roding is the principal part, and fo follifur Tntes 


ji it is elle pÞidcipdt part 1 prove, 4nd this (Hall be my firlt Argu- 
it ind the fla, = forth the whole Ordinance of Ordi= 
a bo vh, Wer POE win ſting and Prayet, z Tim. 
4+ 414; of ihe. re jtery, 1 Tim. $5. 22. Lay Hasds on 
oak c ety ination 1s meant, and: not confit- 
4 n up 1h, 
F ara & t my 


enitents, gor the $ick, 1*have proved in ano- 

not Pop them. Aeb. 6. 2. This my Brother with 
ar boy iP; IE to be 

LN Incerpreting It, 


Tihation, bar it is meant of Confirmation, 
aber him when. t have oſt proved it. 
is droge roms ne udgmients be wortlt any thing 8 fof le; 
Holineſs, we haye-ver  epinent Men for it. Arch; 
uf, rn ih Br LÞ bifoot, Mt, jar: | ax Ke Fagh op 7 
gr, hs or F499 TD hele unde and it only oft Ord 


Divyines of Confirmation and = 6-2 
* Becauſe Hh M. Writer Chavers me with on, EN * Dr. Owen here doth not exclude it,” 


my falſe Quirktion "of, Mr. Cart-wright, I lay [8 every 35) 


take bis word, " yy $1 oh Y _ 

poſnion of Hafdy {zh 7 qd Mr 1 L, 5. #0t laying again the. Foxwndatione 
no Sacram then 15 a Findamental point. Foungati- 
after api ,on, muſt laſt as long as che! Houſe laſts. 60n- 
rowed Speech, the ER Þ the (Gr firmation by on Hans Gifts eonveyed 
upon the which Buds were laid, which in the Impoſition $z/ do not laſt {0 
appeareth in. that whoſoever believeth Jong as the Chorch taſts;. the Church hath 


not, there olight to be a Miniſtery by ar- loſt this aboye, Fiſtcen hondred Years : Bur 


er 


Hd come me 


= 


der to Teac Govern the Church, = _— intended in this place, -thall laſt 
overiopyieth Chriſtianity, -- | C re the, World,, Mat, 284-20, rill 
"Chrilt be perſedtcd, Efhaq.1 2,13 


"The ; is the. Y- 

he othe ay od of Catechifi i "_ joln'd wich it, muſt laſt to the. 

end of the World, And if Baptiſm, then the Mipiftry, that. have the 
Command from Chriſt, to Te&h and Baptiſe , Mat. 23. 20, 

2dly. Let it be obſerved, that the exttaorditiar Gifts which were iven 

ſometimes, by 1mpoſition of Hands; were. ,biven fr/# to, che Jewiſh Chrittian« 

Ghar hy and ett to: oe Gently, without Impoſition, of Hands, 4s 2:2,3« 


wil 5 10s Tall hys is very materials . Do you then ſhew us 
be fox, whe W #74 ſeparated Ven | tq. the  Mimifry without 


on of Hands th extraordinary Gifts were given- firſt,' both to Jews 

Gentiles, without Impaſties of Hands 4. and ro Cornelius and his good 
Company before Baptiſm, Ads 10. 47. 

3% We have 2. pther Feripruret, where Impoſition, &c. is put for Orilina- 

; Trarhed d twd you name qe more 'where inpoſtion of Hat ds, men- 

tienes | alone, is put for Confirmation. 4thly, 


- — 


mtpofiron of Hands ( 9) Office 
bly; Tntpoſfirion of Heads in Ordination to , was before 
tied of Heads ro the Colktion of extraordinary pifegand more fe pc 
tioned; therefore'the more reaſon why” it d be ſo unde ' here, 
afid nor . 200 | 
The placing of poſition, &4. in the)Text-afrer Baptiſm, dock fiot prove it 
to be meant of comfirnetron, no more than the placing of Faith is God, af- 
ter Repentance will prove that Repenrance before Faith in God; where- 
as if a Man do not firſt believe God to be, and ſuch # Ged as the Word 
declares him tobe ; yea, if he do not believe the RefurreQion and the laſt 
Judgment, he will hardly Repent, 
2diy. Comelius and his Friends, the Gentiles , had thoſe Gifty Conferred 
before Baptiſm, As 10+ 45, 46, 47 48. 
349. Ler them/prove that al! that were Baptized had theſe Gifts Con- 
ferred after Baptiſm. This made Dr. 0. fo co expound it, becauſe ir fot- 
lows Bapriſm in the Text. 
As for Dr. Owen's Reaſong againſt Ordination 7 ſee no reaſon, ſaith he, 
why tht Apoſtle ſhould paſs from the Dottrin of the firſt entrance of Chriftien Kt! i- 
gion, and proceed to tht Ordination of Miniſters, omitting thr Lords ſen 
2dly. Nor w#by he: ſhowid iwſert the obſtrudtion of this" Rite, or "vt 'Dotfrime 
concerning it, inthe ſame Ordey, and witater' the ſame nitefity with the nbtr- gre 
Fundamentals, be, | ; 
Anſw. 1, And what neceſſity was | there of his inſerting extraordinary 
Gifts, common to godly and ungodly, and which were to expire iti « ſhort 
time amongſt the adempryswanpe” ; _ 
2dly. Goſpel Worthip 'is a' fundatnenral point,” and It was En» 
fure to uve a Goſpel Miniſtry t© carry oh that Wotfhip whe with 
End $000 under thar 'X&ite, the- Miniſtry is mezne,” Zybeſ, 4. 11,12, 177, 
12- , 20k F900 ! 
3dly, Under Baptiſm, the Lotd's Supper might be comprehiended; being » 5, n-. 
the other Sacrament * or being thoſe ' were the Catetherical Heads, whi Gouge's 
the Novices learned before they were Baptized afid admirted intro he Church pj, 
(= Baptiſm and- Repentance went wgether 1H 7oby's Baptiſm, Matthew 3:) gynechdo- 
o here Baptiſm and Repeacetice are mentioned, biit for the Lords » Chice is 
rhey mighe be farther mſtrufted after they were! iti' the Chidrth, © pat ſor boath 
they NR NY a bck, Rage bk Cares 
bly, There is nortach''2 neveſfity peiſin, 'as of Repen- 
rave ;/ yep Suptifin -i#'rhncſoved thoſe Beads, ry WS 
The Prophets under the 01d Rifhamatt Priphefed' of theſr Gifts, that they fouls 
be poured out faith the Dr. 
Anjw. True, but the Prophers do tot fay, they ſhontd be” conferred by 
mapuſtion of Hands ,afd to be: made a Clittadirticdl Bead ufder the New 


2aly. $6 tio ſeveral of the Prophers ſbrerell, "wing Paſtor? che Taty will 


give ts his Ohirch uikter the cime of / © Bat 1H! take an 
with Dt, 0440 whorh you'refer the; He us four Caſts ig which thi 
DIR wn 16.05, iernmor hehe exe None hp for fe 
D Mar | I . . 'Cannot ©, ©, or 
chir' 8: 909 PNRoNNDY, ot floLl, Yr 4, Brier ts fol®, = 

z  Upow the: (arde '-groviids, it eantiot be mentit of rouffratarion; 'For: the 


Giſt #45: 2th , ery; Proper 1s" the #} Aninids had 
Die "WAS ER BHAI); Ferri; Proper heKpofies3 Lydon 
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immediate- Call: to it, A#: 9. 10, 11.17. Philip had oo ſuch [power,. or 
Gift, in Ads $. - /And after the; Apoſtles: we read '-of ,none that! could, 
or did confer Gifts extraordinary by.Impoſttion of ' Hands. ' What he means by 
occaſional, 1 know not, I'know no word of Healing unleſs People were fick. 
- 261y.. But I-read in the: Drip. 34: thes, Fe: fb1l! allow. room riſe: for that 0- 
ther expoſition of the Wards whith 15 more generally rectived, (| ſuppoſe he 
means Ordination) becauſe it complies with the Analogy of Faith ; 1 dare not be 
perempiory, - Then the Dr. is not abſolutely againſt me, 
So much for. my. firſt Argument. 

I go on, | 

2dijy. Ordination is an Att, of | Authority, but: Prayer and: Faſting ave no Als 
of Authority, Theſe are the Duties belonging, to. all Chriſtians, 1. would 
defire no more- Bleſſings than many good Women can pray for, ' Therefore 
Prayer and Faſting do not make Ordination. j 

The Major only remains to be proved, Afts 6.3, 6. vs xaragwoouty, whons 
we 'may appoint, &c. iTho' the Perſons were qualifyed, tho* eletted by the 
Church, |yet, they. were not . in; that Order -of Deacons, till the. Apoſtles pur 
them into it Authoritatively, Impoſing' their: Hands, upon them, And this 
is common with all Presbyrers, Tits Kg We x2 Tu5v9r;. 'The-fame. word 
we had before. This. word- 1. find. {eyeral times jn the New Teſtament, 


belonging to a Perſon in Authority, giving Authority to, others, as As 7, . 


10. and 27, and 25. Matth, 24. 45. 47+. -Matth. 25. 21, 25, Oc. 

What Mr. A4in/worth ſaith-of the Firſt born impoſing their hands upon the 
Levites, 1 think 'tis true ; By this Fn they did pur the charge and Service'of 
the Church upon them, and did Conjecrate thtm, to God in their Name. So 1 
thiok the reobRrary in their Impoſiog of hands do. impoſe the charge, 
the burden,, the. work: of the; Miniſtry ypon the Perſons ordained, giving 
them Authority from the Lord, to go forth and Preach, and Adminiſter all 
the Holy. things of God: with ANSHorrey: As the Church of Scotland ſaith, 
It is a mean prettier ige Authority to the perſon Ordained, Well may the 
Apoſtle ſay, lay bands upon no Man ſuddenly. See it in a civil Caſe, Numb, 
27. 18, 19, 20. Joſhua. muſt ſtand before the High-Prieſt and the whole 
Congregation :. Moſes ; muſt. Jay his, hand- upon bim, a ſign of his calling, 

Ordination .1o his Office. v.123. Moſes did: ſo, and geve bim bis Charge, 

Thus if ſtrangers hearing there is an Ordination come in among you, 
there they may hear Preachipg and Prayer z. but whois the perſon to be or- 
dained,they cannot tel] by Preaching and Prayer,but-when a perſon is brought 
forth, .and the Presbytery Impoſe-their Hands upon him and pray, now 
they may know who the Perſon is, . 

3d!y. If Prayer and Faſting be Ordination without Impofſition of hands, 
then as oft as Miniſters. meet together, to keep days of Faſting and Prays 
er, and pray for him who 1s the Paſtor of that_Church where, they meet, 
for increaſe of race, gifts, bleſſing upon and ſucceſs in his Work, ſo oft 
the Man is ordained ; are, not-theſe the Heads-you pray for, when you 
Ordain in your way ? hap Heads have you more ? Not only .in the Sacra- 
ments; but in all. Church-Ordinances, there is ſomething. which viſibly 
ſhews a difference between that Ordinance and another, As the Eyes and 
Hands lifted up. to Heaven in Prayer, viſibly ſhew a difference between 
Prayer and Preaching, and ſo in Preaching from Prayer z' but according 
to you, there is nothing. whereby Ordination differs, from other Prdinan- 
Cf. -. + 16.119} |  Fowrtbly, 
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Fourthly, Afts 13-3. That here in Ordination, 1 meet with ſeventeen D1- 
vines beſides Dr. Owen, that acknowledge it, and the Definition of Ordina- 
tion is here ſeen, When God commanded them to ſeparate, Paut' and 
Barnabrs, ec. He did not tell them how they ſhould ſeparate, they knew 
that before, and accordingly did it with 1mpoſtron of Hands; they had learnt 
that from Numb. $. 10. 14. the poſitive Command, where the word ſeparate 
is uſed, | | 

If ever Ordinatio* might haye been ſpared, then here ; for what did this 
ſignific to the poor ignorant Gentiles to whom they were ſenr, that knew 
nothing of it? And if they:had told them they were thus Ordatned, what 
cared they for it ? They. carried their Credentials with them, the power 
of Miracles, to confirm'their Dodtrine, If the Church did Pray and Faſt 
for ſucceſs upon their Miniſtry, but what need mpoſition 'of Hands? Not 
to confer Gifts, they were qualifyed before, Paul, Ads 9.17, Barnabas, Afts 
11+ 24. and for Teachers to ' Confer Gifts extraordinary, we read none. 
They were called to ſeparate, by an immediate Command of Call of God. So 
Paul was no Apofle of Men, Gal. 1.1. Tho? Mendid Ordain, yet what they 
did, being by the immediate Call and Command of Gog, he may be ſaid 
to be an Apoſtle not of Men, or by Men. 

But this is obſervable : This Ordination 15 the frrſt that ever was out of 
Judea, Antioch then the chief City of Syria, the moſt powerful Ciry of 
Afia, where the Prefe& of the Feſt moſt where refided, called by ſome the 
Gentiles Jeruſalem, Here then in a City of the Gentiles, is the Apoſtle of 
the Gentiles, ſet apart ro-the Work of an Apoſile among the Genti/es. And 
1 cannot tell what juſe ro make of it, fince as I ſaid, rhe Gentiles. neither 
knew it, fior regarded” it, bur it'1s' of uſe to us, to ſhew us that. as the 
Apoftle of the Gentzlzs was ſeparated to his Work, fo all Miniſters that 
are the Succeſſors of rhe [Apoſtles, ſhould be ſeparated ro their Work ; 
that as they were thus ſeparated in the Jewiſh Church, ſo it ſhould be 
in the Georile-Chriltzan Church, 

Objeft. (Byb Panl was an Apoſile: before. 

A"vſw.1-:1 deny ibr Fory:.1f; Then the Text would have called Him . 
The Tex. tells 'u3:there vere [Prophets 44 Teachers, but he doth rot ſay 
there were- Apoſiles. Surely Paul thonld Have had the Tik of his Office, 
if, he had been an Apo#1e, as well-as the Prophets had; | 

2d/y. The Lord tells. 4n2nes, As 9.15. Paul was a choſen” Veſſel, ts 
carry bis name among $58 'Genti/ts, "Bur this was not done till now, 

3dly, P44 was never called an Apoſtle till after this, As 14. 4. 

Laſti'y, When the: Apottle chargeth Timothy 1 Tim: 5. 22. Lay bands ſuddenly 
04 9 Man 4, he Affirmative & tmpiyed,” he-oaght fo'lay b2xd?, if He found a 
Perſon wonthy 4.44 mmdaty ndgititre Afitmatioum tortinetiy,” Thus T'have 
gvea- you my-!Defajcan; and proved tw ſeveral Scriptores 5 now, Brither, 
give, me your; Dehatwonst and prove vit'ty $eryprore 3: You-indeed have rot 
alledg<d that, Afts:1 4 23.,bnt rwo others!hive- brovght that Text againit 
me, :0 prove that Election (from the word 44g rowers) with Prayer 
and. baſting, without 1*poſetion of bav4r, makes a Minifter. * 

If. This Text, 1 tee by Lutbcrans and C alvinifts, it brotight to prove the 
Peoples right, mt Fleton' Dr. Own hath" made great Alle" of it, fo Dr. 
Rale, lo Gerhard, makes greatuſe of it ;''but when they hare abtie*fo, Yet 
hey all tell 'ns,';@ Map is nota Miniſter: as yet, 'but/Ordindribn' moſt be; 
and.that as I defined it, C 2 24ly. 
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.."24lz,. 1. think it is 4 good ruke to help to-vnflerftand the Seriptures, ifone 
hangs be obſcure; 29d there .be dleaper .Fexes ; in the ba re. ſpeaking to 
£ < gys thing: Carry [the obſcure Text to: therty 'which-are: cltar.. We 
have ſeveral clear Texts for Ordination: with inpyvits of Hends, but ner 
one now that gives the leaſt ſhadow «£6 prove ſuch: an Interpretizejon as 
this. F* falls out viry unbappily with ſohe Men, ſaith Dr, Owen m another 
Caſe, who think they ſee ſome peculiar Opinion, in ſome ſongular Text of Seriy« 
ture, and will, not bring.their Interpretation of g. #0 the | Anilagy. of Funth, and 
fee Tz eorile:l it þ fs the Carrent of the: ry) #2 other: plares. 
_ 2dly. Pall knew . Impofition of Hands, in ſeparation co: Office, came 


ip, 6, ewith, C ph, by the polnjve /Gnmiaan of | Gods.) ami 'thow /ir 
tihued in.chat Church. $0041), He: know the Praftices of the Apofties, 
Now, Thirdly, ce knew how he himſelf was feparated; Forrthly, He rat 


tell: 7i#athy hbw. he, i, c. Timothy, was Leparared, and charge bim that he 
take are how he laid Hands upon others. Can :any . tational ''Man think, 
THVYat al nom would in, theſe, Churches, (cparete Mon, to. Office without 
T»pdfinros of Hands? 1 think- no (Rational Man with believe it. » Why theh 
Is this Text abuſed? .. / F MY TL + | | 

"'$oY mY art I am for che Pegples WeRjon, provided it. be-carried on 
regularly ; and look upon his Lmpoſing of Minifers by Pttrons upon the 
People #gainſt their Conſent, as curſed Tyrontiy. 
_ Bat for 'triy own part-{giving honout to thefe worthy Men, "far more 
Jearned than my felf) 1 am not facisfyed;; 4hat this yorgororhowr res in 
this Text, whatever the Etymology of the word was;at fivlh, matt neoeſſari- 
I oe the A& of the Peqple li/ting np their Hendr in Eleftion-of their Of - 

cers. "I rather confider how the emi vic, in- that Age or Time when 


Men write, , "Tis well known that words:jn; time dowary'in their ſignif 
rarioh froth; what they. did at firſt, Among divers \others, we have one 
Zthis, 1. 4. in Scripture, wvreamaia, Epbi/. 5. 4. drifletie tells us how the Word was 
Cap. 14. 


d, ahd who was evTp4TiA@®, a Man that was facetious, pleaſant, 


#ngli Tongue. 


Ns this, the 


- 


» 
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mology of the word as well as any of us; now in this yerſe he renders the 
word they did conſtitute, or  Ordaiy (2) the yery ſame Syriac word, which 


is uſed in 7't. 1. 5. Or4ais R/ders., But in the'2 pr. $. 19. there he uſes a- (4) DO 


nother word, to chaſe, (b) and doubles the Verb, as the Hebrews do, which 


the Latin Tranſlation gives thus, deligendo deleyus fit. So the vulgar Tear» (þ) {a\V 


Nation, Conſtituiſſent, g.; 

3dly, The Gcamatical Conſtruction 1s more to me than a Cxiticifn:; 
when Paul and Barnabas returned to Antioch, v. 22, they returned, £T157gi- 
Palis, confirming the Souls, &c, mpStanrurrt;, Erborting them to continue, 
&c. Theſe two were Paul and Barnabas's 4s, then xt1e97oriiews]es, Paul 
and Barpabts lifted ap their bands, if the word nut figwfie ſo from the 
Etymology of rhe word, this was as much their AR as the former, Let a- 
ny School-Boy co ftrue it, tho* the Boy can tell you the Erymology of the 
word. Then we ſhall have a new faſhion of ordazning, by Miniflzrs fafting, 
praying, and liſting up thifr bavds. 1efides, far the word &i;, how , will 
that agree with the Peoples lifring up their hands, what fair ſenſe hall 
we make of it? But if we take the word as we ſee It was uſed 1n that 
time, ant as H, Stephens faich, if it governs an accuſative caſc, as it doch 
in this place, th:n the Sen(e runs ſmooth, Paul and Barnabas 414 Conſtitule 
or ordlzin them. (7. e. the Diſciples 1n the former verſe) Elders in every:Church, &c. 

gthty. Ir is certain the Greek Fathers did ufe their word t44g07w;e for 
Ordination;, Surely they underſiood rheir own Mother tongue as well as we. 
I have obſerved Chry/afom 1n all choſe Texts where Impoſition-of hands is 
mentioned; he ufeth x«/poreviz. Gerbard canfeſſeth that Chryſoſtom and 0- 
ther Eccltfsiftical Writers, do ſouſe it. And tho he ſtick ro the Erymology 
of 'the word to maintain the Peoples right of Eleftion, yet Ordination 
he faith muft be with Impoſction of hands, therefore he ſaith inthe next 
word aggro; woupodinas demum fit mentio,/1n their praying, they 
Impoſed hands. Thus he. 

&s to theſe Fathers who thus vſe the word y$407oiz, bad they been 
againft the Ele&ion of the People, then 1 ſhould have ſuſpected their Jn- 
tegrity in their uſe of the Word, but the People then had their Elefion 
of thetr Biſhops and Presbyters. And one thing I toak notice of 1n the 
5th, Century ; I read of one Synii«s, a Man of very good parts, who was 
to be Ordained Biſhop of Syrene; But when he ſhould be Ordained, he 
did not believe the Rſarreftion of the Body, yet the People who had cka- 
ed him, were fo carneſt to have him Ordained, that Theophilus Alexand. 
did Ordain him, hoping he might believe it afterwards; as he did. When 
I read it, Ithought what a difference there was between thoſe t1mes,and 
ours, they couli Ordain a Biſhop, who did not believe one of the Axticles 
of the Apoſtles Creed (ax it is called) but the Church of England could caſt 
out about eighteen hundred Miniſters, but for what:? was it becauſe they 
did not aſſent ro the Dofrine of the Church of Exgland ? I heard Mr. Har- 
may ſhould tell Biſhop Reynolds, if you can maintam the Diſcipline of the 
Church, the Diſſenters muſt maintain the Dofrine of the Church of England) 
was it becauſe they were ſcandalous in their Converſation ? was if becauſe 
they were Idle and lazy? was it becauſe they did not worſhip God ac- 
cording to His Word ? Bleſſed be God, they could charge us withnone of 
theſe things, for what then? Let them anſwer that when they. come: to 
appear before their .and our Judges. They were Church-Men and  Brhaps 
that made that A& againſt us. SECT. 
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SECT. II. 


Ow to your Reaſon, why you Ordain without 1mpoſition of Hands, that 
N which you chiefly infiſt upon 1s this. 

There is neither Scripture, Precept, nor Prifident, for ordinary Officers, of one, 
Church, to impoſe Hands in the Ordination of an Officer in another Church 
Anſw. Firft, What need of ſuch Preſidents, while Apoſtles and Evangeliſts 
were living? Secondly, This Argument of yours plainly implies, that there 1s 
Scripture Precepr, and Preſident, to ordain in another Church, ſoit be with- 
out Impoſition of Hands : It lyes upon you to ſhew, where that Precept or 
Preſident is. ' I know no ſuch Textsz you ated, did you a in Faith; thar 
you ated according to God, and were well-pleafing to God, 1n your ordain- 
ing without Impoſizzon of Hands ? Then ſhew us that Divine Teſtimony up- 
on which your Faith for ſo ating, is grounded: You never gave me one as 


'yet; andifyon cannotdo it, your Faith in this AR 1s but vain. If there bg 


any thing I do inthe Houſe of God, for which I cannot give either Precept, 
Preſident, neceſſary conſequence, from Scripture or light of Nature, 1will lay by 
that A, 1 will not trouble the Peace of the Church, nor hinder Union with 
my Brethren, by keeping up ſuch PraCtices, 

Thirdly, The Apoſtles did not conſtirute Churches as you do, with one 
ſingle Palfor, ec. In Nine Churches we find ſeveral Teachers, but not one 
with a ſingle Teacher. ' In a Young Church. at Antioch, A. 13. 2, 3, 
There were tbre? Teachers to ſeparate Paul and Barnabas. There is an 
Errour then in your Conſtitution, and that does not juſtife your Error 
in Ordination. 

Fourthly, Give me a Preſident, where the Paſtor of one Church did ſo much 
as preach or pray in another. Church ; if you cannut, then we mult not ſo 
much as preach or pray-in another Church ; But you have called me and 
others to preach in your Church, 

To this you atſwered me, 104 could weil do that, from Math, 28.119. 
go teach all Nations, if ſo, then in other Churches. 

Anſw. Fir, Set by Preſidents then, it ſeems you can; find none, 

Secondly, 1 may deny your Cgn/-quence, at 'caſt according to ſome Inde-» 
pendent Principles, unleſs I preach as a gifted Brother. To preach to the 
Nations who were Hzath2!s, and to preach in an Independant Church, differ, 
I may preach to Zezrh!» as a Miniſter of Chriſt, but in an Independent 
Church, as a gifted Brother. I wiſh we Knew the Rirſt Author of this Di« 
ſtinion, that we might feratch' his Cra#um, for ſo witty, an Invention. 

What your judgment 1s 2s” to rhis diſtinQtion, I cannot tell. But ,j| am 
of Dr. Owent mind: 1/ 14id nat think my ſelf bound, ſaith; he, to Preach, as a 
Miniſter, 'and as a Miniſter Author iz?d in all plates, and on 4'l: occaſions, when 
1 am ca"ed thireuto, 1 think 1 ſhould never proath much more in this World. 

Fiſthly, If rhat Texr will warrant me to preach in another Church, it 
aw1ll warrant me to B2prize In another Church, if there. be need, and1 am 
called 40 it. They are joined together ;. and if I may put forth two ARs 
of- Avthority, Tmay alſo pur farth a third : If there, wants, a Paſtor, and 
I ani'"alled to join with' orhers to ſeparate him to his- Office, we will 
doit according to the Word, with Faſting, Prayer, and Inpeſetion of Yanks 

«F-Y- witho 
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wichout which 'tis not Ordination : We do not give him the Defiri*;on; 

Sixthly, Since then we are come to conſequence from Striprure;, T gaveyou 
a Scripture, L Cor. 12. 12 The Body is one, and bath many Members, &c. He 
does not mean that particular Church of Corinth, is that one Body: he 
adds, ſo is Chriſt, v,13, Jews and Gentiles make up that one Body.v.25. 
The Members of this one Boay, muſt have the (ame care one of another. Does 
the Apoitle tye up his Diſcourſe to the Church of Corinth, that the Mem- 
bers of that Church ſhould have care one of another ? and if one of their 
Members did «ffer, v. 26. all the reit of the Members of Corinth ſuffer with them, 
but for other Churches take no care of them: If they ſuffer, you need 
not ſuffer with them, Certainly, this was not the Apoſtles meaning. 1 look 
upon all particular Churches to be Members of that one Body: It is 
ſuch a Church, in which Cbri# bath ſet Apoſtles, Prophets, &c, v. 28. It is ſuch 
a Church, where ſome are as Eyes, others 3s Farsz ſome as Feet, ſome 
as Hands, verſes 15, 16. Therefore he ſpeaks of the Viſible Church. If e- 
very particular Church were the Body of Chriſt, how many Bodies ſhould 
Chriſt have ? But he hath but 2 Body, asthe 12th. verſe, and Fpbeſ, 4. 


. 4,12, tejl us. Since then all particular Churches are but Membere>af that 


ore Body, and the Lord hath commanded the Members rohave care one of 
another. Surely, the Lord hath not confined the Miniſterial Power of a Pa. 
ftor, ro his own parcucular Church ; ſo that if a Neighbour-Church have no 
Paſtor, that the Paſtors near ro this Church may nor help that Church to 
a Paſtor, and in that way which his Word hath declared. Your Prafice 
teſtifieth it ; for you would make the Perſon to be ordained, and others 
believe, you ordain 1n another Church; and this is an A& of Authority, 
but not” as you perform it, nor according to God's Word, and fo it is no 
Ordination., 

There is a difference between a Miniſters helping another Church de- 
ftitute of an Officer, 1n feeding them with the Word and Sacraments, # 
joyning with others in the Ordination of a Paſtor to them, and exercifing 
Diſcipline in that Church, 1n caſe of Scandal. The Church hath ſome Pow- 
er to help it (elf in this Caſe, tho no Paſtor. 

For inſtance, a Paſtor of a Church not far from us in the time of Perſe- 
cution leaves England, goes beyond-Sea many miles ; this Church had none 
roſeed them : they defired help of their Neighbour Miniſters, who accord- 
ingly did afford them help ; ſome preached , ſome baprized their Infants, 
and others Adminiſtred the Lord's Supper ro them. One of the Church 
fell very foully, being ſeduced by; another Profeflorz the Scandal very grear, 
fo that the Hearrs of good People very ſad, but our Enemies rejoyced 5 16 
made ſuch a noiſe in the Country, many miles abour us, that the like I be- 
lieve have not been known in theſe Parts, I was defired to preach there; 
when I had done my Sermon, a Writing was delivered to me, wherein the 
Church defired me to declare to the Congregation | which' was then very! 
great, being no Sermon in the publick place ] their abhorrency of ſuch Aﬀs, 
and withal defired me to inform them what was their Duty, what they 
ought to do in ſuch a Caſe as this. I gave them my thoughts thus : - You 
are but a Homoginezl Body, and ſo have no power to Excommunicate, that 
being an AR of Authority 3 nor bave I any power 'to call rhe perſon to ar 
account, and excommunicate ; Butyet this:you may do, fince the perſon 
was admitted inco Church- Fellowſhip and Communion with your _ 
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ſhe having fallen ſo foully, diſhonoured God fo greztly, and opeted the mouths 
of Men againſt Godlineſs, you ſhould firſt meer rogether, and tmmble 

r Souls before God, that there ſhould be ſuch Diſhonour brought to 
No by one of your Church. Then, Firſt, You have the Lord's 
Supper Adminiſtred ſometimes amongſt you ; there you may deny Commu» 
nion with her. Secondly, You have times when your Church only meet ro- 
gether ,.-for Prayer, mutual Conference, &c. You may there dehy her Com 
munjon alſo; but when you meet publickly wich others, there you ſhould 
not deny , but ſhe may be preſent at Prayer, being it is natural Worſhip 3 
tho ſhe were aRtually excommurtncared, and rendred as a Heathtn; I have 
ſeen the 11dians preſent with us, at Prayer, and Preachifig, tho? as yet 
they: had not embraced Chriſtianity. Thirdly, As for the Civil Farhili- 
arity yon had with her before, you onghr to ſuſpend that too, 2 Theſ). 
3- 14. and verſe 6; yet having a care of her, being in a poor condition, 
that ſhe donor periſh. Fourthh, You may chooſe three of faur of your chief 
Members, and ſend them to her, to make her know, the Dererminarion, 
of the church, and that the church doth this, i» the Name of the Lord Jeſus. 

The Church did fo, the effe&ts of it was, the clamours of the People 
ceaſed ; the Mouths of theta who before were opened againſt us, were 
filent, and now they rather found fault with me, that I was too ſharp 
upon the Perſon offending, the effe&t was a relenting, and humbling 6fher 
ſelf before Ged in the publick Congregaticn, to the fatisfa&ion of che Chutth, 
ſhe is now dead, but the Chutch having then their Paſtor, abſolved her 
before ſhe died : and it was a comfort to her: her Ab/oIntion was with- 
ont money. ; 

By: this I fee, were this Ordinance of Church Diſcipline carried on ac+ 
cording to the word of God (which hath been fo fearfully abuſed) we ſhould 
need no Writ dr Excommuticats Capitndo: 1 did but add a few words, 
what the caſe of fuch a perſon was under this Sentence, and it ſtruck an 
awe in the hearts of Carnal People. 

To return to my Brother. To what I have ſaid from the one body in the 
Corinth, 12. That the Paſtors of Churches may help other Chutches, where 
there afe none, and they call to help them, you anſwer me, 

This is all you bave td (ay, and there is little i it, 
. nſw, No, nor all, Brother; I gave you your own - Text, whereby you 
proved that | Paſtors of other Churches may joyn with you- in days of 
Faſting and Prayer, and preaching; ant! it fs then 10 Ordainirg. 
- eh. i-gave you the Texts of Scripture, whereby the Sy\i0d of N. Eng- 
land proved,” they mig ht 'ordarm in another Church, with mmpoſtion of bands. 

You relt me, you deny a Political-vifble Cathelith EMiiroh. 

nſw. So do 4. If 1 faid but little, 1 am fure you ſay rod mich, How 
doth-1t- follow ? Becauſe we may help' neighbour Charches, when they eHl 
ns to belp- ther with Paſtors 3n a Goſpel way. Therefore 1 'tauſt own /a 
Pofithc ot; vigghte; Carboiich charth. 1 gave you mitance' before, tow Churches 
may: belp-to putþe rhemfelves from feandalous  petſoms, tho they have no 
Officers::' If: :there be'' a Family by us where are feveral Chmdften Pa- 
rents boch' dead; am? there 53 none that takes care of them ro help them 
to: food; it: 1s orerhing for me to! go t6( the Houſe, amd help them with 
woot; -andther thing ro caſt one of the children owt of the Rouſe, if it 
ber: crofs,  refraftery, and! will bot he reeclarined by counſel, Thecafe is 


the 


Lc is i ets © Abb 


; 
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the ſame here; twenty or forty Elders may meet to give Counſel 1a a Caſe, 
leaving the Execution to the Church whence the Caſe depends. 

You tell me, Miniſters are not tt over the whole Church, their Power may bt 12- 
fuſed in other Congregations. | 

Anſw. -But they do nor refu{ their Power, when they Call for it, and de- 
fire to help them in their wanr. 1 limic the Power of Elders to other Church- 
es, to the Ca/! of thoſe Churches, being in want. They are not cherefore /+t 
over the whole Church. 

When you with the two other Miniſters | they go for ſuch | did ſeparate 
that illicerate Perſon ro the Work of the Miniſtry, did you ACt as Officers or 
as privare Brethren 2 If you ated as private Brethren, chen | am ſure he 1s no 
Miniſter ; the Brethren of the ſame Society had more right than you, If you 
ated as Officers, then it ſeems you could nor pur forth Otficial Power 1n ano- 
ther Church. To ſeparare to an Office, is an At cf Auchority. Whom we may 
a)»»int, { nor the People ] Att. 6, 3. 

You cell me, the 13 As 3+ is no Platform for us, unleſs we have an immediate 
Command from God to Ordain Men. 

Anſw. The immediate Command was in the ſeparating Paul and Barnabas 
to the Work of their ApoſfHleſhip. The Command was not to Teach them how 
they ſhould ſeparate ; the Lord faith only, Separete, &c. they knew how they 
ſhould ſeparate before. The Synod of New-Eng/a1rd and Dr, Owen were much 
miſtaken, who quore this Text for Ordination by Impoſition of Hands : But to 
this Text 1 have ſpoken before. 


As to what you ſay, That Gifts were then Conferred with the Impoſution of 
Hands, 

An(w. The end when the Lord firſt Commanded it, was not to Conferr 
Gi,ts, but to ſeparate, Numb. 8. 10, 14, fo Als 13. 3. Stparate me Pani, &c. 

2. The Savoy Confeſſhon 15 againſt you, if there be Elders 10 the ſame Church, 
it calls for Impoſition of Hands, 

3. Paul and Barnabas were Gifred before, 2s I named the Texts. 

4 The Deacons were Gifted before their Ordinarion, As 6. 3. 

5s. Pail then needed nor to have given that Caution to Timothy, 2 Tim. 2, 2. 
that they be {1zay3;, to whom he Committed the Goſpel-Dodrine ; for Timo/by 
by the Impoſing Hands night Conterr Gifts, and make them able, or fic Men for 
the Work. A 

6, As to what you gather from 1 Tim. 4 14. for your Proof, that Text you 
know admirs of Controverſie : As whether Timothy was not firſt Ordained a 
Presbyrer, and afterwards an Evangeliſt ? Whether Paal's Impoſition and the 
Presbyrers were both at the ſame time ? &c, bur this is certain, laying the 
1 Tin. 1.18. and 2 Tim. 1. 6. together with this Texr, there was ſomething 
extraordinary as to Timathy's Gifts, in which the PreHyreries Impoſition had no 
ſhare; the Propoſitions differ, 1t is Ae, by the putting on of my Hands ; bur 'tis 
udla,, with the laying on of the Hands of tne Presbitery, after Prophecy. So that 
when Paul and the Presbytery d1d borh impoſe Hands, rhe Gijt was conveyed 
as Paul ſaith, by my Hands. But as to his Office to a Poteſtative, Authorita - 
tive Miſſion, the Impoſition of the Hacds of the Presbyrery did coricarr 
with Paal's. 

You tell me, I muſt own Succrſſton, and thoſe polluted Hands, %c. 

Anſw. Your Argument ſpeaks thus, If you will have no Ordination without 

D Impoſicion 


See Dido- 
clavius Al- 
tar! Damoſ. 
P. 161, 
Thus Gll- 
lcſpy Mic, 
P. 101, 


(15) 
Impoſition of Hands, according to Scripture, then you muſt own Succrſbr. 
So I will : Was Impofirion of Hands if Ordination, an Invention of Rome, or 
an Inftirution of Go4 ? the Papilts can prove their AC in this Point by Scrip= 
ture, fo cannor you, 

2, Mr. Robinſon, Mr. Fobnſon, tho' rigid old Separates, yet worthy Nen, made 
light of this Argurnent, becauſe it was God's own Appoinement 

3. You had beft throw away Battiſm, becaule their pollured Hands do ad- 
miniſter it, : fn 

4. This concerns the firſt Reformers, We receive our Ordination from 
godly and learned men, who hate and have caſt off whatever s Romi/h, bur 
nor the Holy Scriprure, becauſe they paſs thrcugh Rome to us. 

As to the Text you quote, Phil 3.16, Whereunto wet have alrealy attained, &c. 
this 1s nothing to our Caſe, nor-will it heal. 

Several there were who did believe in Chriſt, and embraced the Goſpel, but 
were not ſo clcar in the toral Abolirion of the Ceremonial Law, as Rom, 14. 
ſhews : Bur however fince they had believed 1n Chriſt, and embraced rhe 
Goſpel, walk according to thar Rule unto which yow have attained, Ged will 
reveal more in tine : The Caſe is nothing hke. You have attained to Faſting 
and Prayer 1n Orcinarion, but nor to Impoſition of Hands, Bur Faſtmg and 
Prayer we uſe and may uſe in twenty Caſes, but theſe Caſcs do not make tien- 
ry diſhn& Ordinances, though we Faſt and Pray : Tr is but one Ordinance. 
Bur Separation to the Work of the Miniſtry is a diſhn& Ordinance, 

Secondly, They were to walk by 15? ſame Raule + Bur by what Rule.do you 
walk? for the Rule 1s with Inpoſition of Hands, according to which you do nor 
Waik. 


S6&C97T. IK 


Frer I had done with this Brother, there came to my Hand a little Book, 

put out by another Brother, who writes thus, Af Church-Offi:ers are made 

by Ordination, and Ordained alike; | 18s there no difference berween As 6. 6. 

and Afs 13. 3.? } and that Ordination is not Impoſition of Hands ;, and if the moſi 
be made of it, it's but a Ceremony annexed, which is now obſolete. 

I's But a Ceremony : Whoſe Ceremony 1s it ? Did Man or God Inſlitate it ? 
If it be Goa's,, merhnnks it ts nor comely for a Creature to caſt a lighting But 
upon any of his Inſtitutions, Whar was the whole Ceremonial Law ? yea, 
Whar is W-ater 1n Baptiſm, Bread and Wire in the Lords Sapper, ſerring by the 
Authority of him who did Inſtitute them ?- the Image of a King ftamp<d upon 
a Farthing, tho' but a Farching, who dare refuſe it ? 

Though it be. but a Ceremony, yer being God's Inſtitution and Command, 
there 18, 

1, Neceſſitas Pracepti annexed to ir, and it 1s Diſo2edience to his Inftitution 
ro Omic ir, The Spirit 15 pleaſcd three times to fer forth rhe whole Work cf 
Ordination by this Ceremony [ as you call tc |] alone, 

2. There 1s. Necrſſitas Medii, wn this ſenſe, viz. To the ſending forth of a Per- 
ſon to Preach-and Adminiſter all Ordinances in God's Houſe with Authority. Dr, 
Qwen rightly calls 1r, The Symbol of Authoritative 0Orfinztion, Our Brethren of 
Scotland call ir, a Medizm, of ComnRicating Authority to the Perſon Ord ained. 
When the Presbytery Praying and 119poſng- Hans, do 1n the Name of the Lord 
Jaas, the Kang of his Church, Separate a Man to the Work of the Mi- 


mllry, 
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niſtey, the AN carries Authoruy in it. By the Imoſag their Hands, they do 
Impaſe the Charge, the Burden, the Work of the Miniftry upon the Perſon in 
the Name of the Lord. Perſons in Authority do in the Name of the Lord Con- 
vey Authority. 

The Apoſtle hids Timothy, 2 Tim 2. 2. mos 3, Commit the things. &c. the 
Perſons muſt be firft j,4y03, fir ro Teach others, ab; Men, before he Commirs 
them, this 1s plam. Bur then how doth Timothy Commir the things to them, 
when he finds them ſuch ? [ 202 3ripee, of Commndare, weluti Commndatur 49 » v7 
poſtum ſeri andum, & (uo tempore redamnaum, Eraſmus. So the Syriach, Deroſuit >\ 
in fem alicujus. | That it 1s an AR of Authority, Lub, 12, 48. is plain. Timo- 
thy does nor Commuir them by E!:ion, that is the AR of the People you tell 
us 3 he could nor do it by Conferring Gi/ts, he had no ſuch Power : Beſides, 
he muſt ſee they be ſuch before he Commits them. He did not do it by Pray- 
er for them, any might have ſo Commirred as well as Timothy, and Prayer 1s 
n> AR of Authority 3 but when Timby Pravs and Immoſes Hands to ſeparate 
them to the Work of the Miniſtry, which Pail charged him n2t to doit ſudden 
ly, 1 Tim. $. 22. Now he Commits them * Now Separation to the Work 15 ſeen, 
and not before, So that when the Presbyrery do 6429112304, they do m+a7r 
Oe 924- ; 

After I had done, 1 met with Mr. Gilzſ7s upon the Text, Aiſcil. p. $2. 
which he faith is a conſiderable Text againſt rhe Socinizns and Anabaptilts, p14 wo 
[_ which this Praftice of our Brethren, and crying up Gifted Brethrens Preacoing, thyſs Arts 
have not a little ſtrengrhned, ro the bringing in of Confuſion and Diſorder into gyz;1,,;» 
the Church, as we ſce at this day, to the ſhame*of Reformation ] and he gives þ,z,,, made] 
the ſence of the Text as I have done, for Ordiaation, which 1n another place ;, cpyrchys, 
he ſaith muſt be with Impoſition of Hands. we foe to 

As to his ſaying that it 15 a Ceremony now Obſolete : our ſhame, 

I thought the Word Ob/oiztz did connore a thing out of Date, our of Uſe, 
worn thred-hare ; but Impoſtion of Hands in Ordination, hath been uſed in the 
Jewiſh Church and the Chriſtian Church 1n all Ages to this day, among all Chur- 
ches 3 ſo that if it be obſolete, ir muſt be only among ſome few Independents of 
yefterdays ſtanding, and 15 this ſutficient ro make 1: 05ſ0/zte ? 

One Word about Popular Elc&ion, becauſe I (ee it is thar which gives the E(- 
ſence to a Miniſter in ſome Mens Opinion, 

I am for the Peoples Kletion, provided it be regularly carryed on; but that 
it makes a WimiRter, I cannot yield to thar. 

Mr, Eliet and thoſe I mention'd before, Preach to the Indians, God works with 
their Miniſtry, brings ſome to the Faith in Chriſt, they are formed 1co a Church, 
they chooſe Mr. Eliot * to be their Minifter, (o then their Elefion makes Mr. * 9 1ppoſe i: 
Eliot a Miniſter 3 is nor this pretty Logick, the Effect give the Effence to the ,, 209 
Cauſe. *If the People be viſible Saints, they are ordinarily the Effet of the © _ 
Miniftry [ tho' nor of that particular Miniſter whom they chooſe it may be |] as 
Miniſters are ſaid to be qyyze32i, and cvyigy urls, Workers togetber with God, It ; Cor. 3.6. 
ſirumenrs in his Hand. 2 Cor.6.1s 

2, If the Election of a Deacon do nor give the Eſſence to a Deacon, then the 4 
Fle&ion of a Miniſter doe nor give the Effence to a Miniſter, but the Antecedent 
15 true, Ergo. « 

Unto all Church-Officers E/e/tion gives the Eſſence [7 as they ſay ] and no won- 
der if the People be the firſt Subje@ of the Power of the Keys, as it 1s In theſe Mens 
Opinion 3 then if it doth not give 7 Vi to 4 D2acon, then not to anorher 

2 Officer 


*. Bellav. 
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Ofcer, nay, much leſs to a Miniſter 3 for the People may be more able to judge 
of an Officer to ſerve Tables, than they are able to judge of the Abilities and 
Soundneſs of a Man ro be choſen a Miniſter : But it did nor to a Deacon. Whom 
We may appoint over this Buſi1eſs, AAs 6.3. ſay the Apoſtles, It was not their 
El:flion char did Conſtirure them Deacons, but the Apoſtles Authoritatively kp- 
pointing them over this Buſin'(s. We appoint, not To appoint. AS Pharash ap« 
pointed Foſep) Governour over Egypt, Acts 7. 10. the lame Werd, the Act of 
Authority. 

3. A Man whom God hath qualified, may be Ordained- to the Work of the 
Miniſtry, tho' there be no People to Elet him : As if one having gotren the 
Language of ſome Heathers, he may go and Preach among them, and if God 
bleſs his Miniſtry he may Baptize them, if there be lent one or two at one rime, 
as Philip did the Eunuch, and as the apoſtles Paul and B1rnabas, who were Or- 
dained before they were ſent forth to the Genriles, | of which we ſee no need, 
as 1 ſaid before, they carrying their Credentials with them. the Power of Mira- 
cles 7} but that Man cannor Bapcize unleſs he be 0r74ained, he is not in Authority 
before he be Ordained. 

So. that rrue Qualification and Fitne(s for the Miniſtry, and Authoritative S$2- 
paration to the Minittry makes 4 Miniſter : Election of the People makes him 
thtir Miniſter. 

4- Tho' I deny Elefion to give the Eſſence, yer ſuppoſe Ele&ion to be av Tn. 
predienr into it; where wo things meet togerher to the Conſtitution of an Offi- 
cer, Subjefion and Authority, certainly Authority gives the Eſſence more than Sub- 
miſſuon ; thus Dr. Owen, the People EleSing Submit themſelves 5 and Dr. Ames * 
before him, anſwering Bellarmin, who made it ſtrange, that Sheep ſhould chooſe 
their Shepberd : Tes, ſaith Dr. Ames, rational Sheep may chooſe their Shepherd, not by. 
Furiſdifion, but by Subjeion, 

& The.Scriprures which are for Ordination by Impoſition of Hands are more 
in number, and far more clear than thoſe for Ele&jon ; the firſt Texr which 
they bring for Ele&ion, As 1. 15. this differs much from ours, for our Ele&ion 
is with Subjeftion tro him whom the People EleR : Bur this was not ſo. Did Petey 
{ the Pope will be angry if you tell him ſo ] and the other Apoſiles ſ«bjef themſelves 
ro him whom they Choſe? 2!y. It was chooſing one of their own Order, not 
one above them, ſo docs not Popular Ele&ion. 3ly. Tho' Peter did ſpeak to all 
preſent, yet it docs not appear that all preſent did chooſe, but. the Apoftles 
for they could tell beſt, who had accompamed them all the tim? the Lovd Fiſus went 
in and out- among them, V. 21, 22« Surcly all that were preſent could nor tell 
who thoſe were as the Apoſiles. 4ly. They gave forth their Lotts, V. 25. &ly; 
They Prayed to the Lord, to ſhew whtther of theſe two Thou baſt choſen, 24, Is 
this Text clear for Popular Eleftion ? 

The 6 Aﬀs 3. is the cleareft for Elr1o1, bur not of a Paſtor. The 14 Als 
23. is much Controverted, and rheſe are all I meet-with for Popular Election, 
Buc for the other, we have Firſt, God's own Inſtitution. Secondly, We have 
$:+ Scriptures more in the New Teſtament, which are plain for it, which makes 
me wonder how it came about that any Mien of Learning ſhould pur ſo much up- 
on Ele&ion, that it ſhould give the Eſſence ro a Miniſter. 

6. The Peoples Elefinn gives the Eſſence to a Miniſter : What, without his 
Ac*:ptation? No ſure. If ten Churches chooſe a Man, he may refuſe chem eve. 
ry one, he may have Reaſons for it ; Where then 1: the Efſence their Ele&jon 


eives?- my Aczepration is eyery whit as. eſſential to my being a Miniſter, as their 
: ElcQion ;. 
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EleAion 3 why then is the Cauſality given to their Elrtion ? To be a Miniſter to 
them, that they may demand of me, and T be bound to adminiſter all Ordinances 
ty them, by way of Office, 1 grant here their Election and my Acceprarion are 
eſſential : But ro be 4 Mizifir, hath other Cauſes, where Popular Ele&ion hath 
no Cauſaiiry, 

Thar 3 People muſt ſu5jeR themſelves ro a Miniſter, and perform all rhe Du- 
ries the Word of God require to a Minifter, and yer not chooſe him, is Tyran- 
ny fic for Ron?, nor for the Church of Chrift, 


This Notion of Popular Ele&ion giving the Efſence toa Miniſter, is the ground 


of that Wirrty Diſtin&ion of a Miniſter's Preaching ; if he Preach to his People. 


thar Choſe him, then He Preaches as a Minif:y, bur if in another Church, then 
as 2 Ci'ted Brother. And hence they muſt nor Adminiſter the Sacraments in ano- 
ther Church, tho' there be need, and the Church defire; he muſt cor AR as a 
Miniſter beyond them who gave him the. Eſſence of a Miniſter : And this they 
would prove or illuſtrate from a Mayor of a Corporation, who.out of his Corpo- 
ration hath no Power. 

Anſ. 1. Tn a Kingdom or Corporation 'tis ſufficient there be a People ff, of 
whom. neither the King nor the Mayor are Cauſes in the leaſt; inthe Church ris 
nor ſufficient there be a- People, but ſuch a People, tir, Vidible Saints, of 
whom God hath Ordained the Mimfſtry, to be in his Hand the Inſtrument to 
make them ſ#ch. So that the Miniſtry 1s &, and an Inſtrumental Cauſe ro make 
them a People 25 [uch. 

2. The Work of a Mayor 1s to Govers only. A_ Miniſter hath other Work, 
to feed with Word and Sacraments, which they may do, when called to it, where 
they cannot Go:'er1, as T ſhew'd before, 

3+ The Carholick viſible Church, made up of particular vifible Churches, is 
called Zr oa Ebel. 4.4. 1 C0v. 12. 12, and we are all Members of that on? 


Body, and the Members are bound to help one anorher, el(e.*tis contrary to the 


Light of Nature, 1 Cor. 12, 25- But where do you read chat all Corporations 
and Kingdoms make one Body of Ch117. 

4- | think Paſtors ard Teachers are Miniſters; the Apoſtle cal's himſelf and 
others (5, Miniſters, i Cor. 3. 5. The Apoſties were Catholick Paſtors to the 


Cacholick Church *, A» pins & ſecundo depended upon the Call of. no Church * 2 Cor: 


ro AR 1 that Church al. As of Power, yer Miniſters. Hence we ſay the Mi- 


1.28. The 


ny/try F, nor the Paſtorſiiv. It then a Man be a Paſtor of-ſuch a Church, both Care of al 


Ati primo &# ſecundo, yer he 1s 4 Miniſter, and doth habitually ads primo, bear a the Charch- 
reſpe& to the Carholick Charc', and may perform the AQs of a Miniſter to es. 
another Church rhir 1s m want, and cannot art preſent help themſelves, and call f 1 Tim. 


ypon him co help; for as he 15 4 MiniZer, that Church which Called him.was 
no Cauſe of tha-, 


I, I 2, 
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Wha: differeace is there burwcen the Ads ofa Paſtor and a. Miniſtry ? becauſe Col. 4.17, 


I read on* ſaving. H» may Preach as 2 Miniſter, [ which 1s berrer than a Gijted 
B other | but not as a Paltor. 


This giving <= Kez7 to the Fr 1territy, as the firſt Subjelt of them, hath broughtv+ g,, 14 


19 that Sin which Mc. Wilon [ chat Eminent Servant of Chriſt, and py former 


neſs to: About fitty four Years fince he Preached on Mar. 2. 5, in Boſton in 


E.. | | Mwrck®s 
Par ] calls Karaiſm, * Whar Mr. 2: :b wnres I am both an Eye and Ear-wit- NL : 


Mo'i at 


My, Fal- 


New-England, and did thiak-the Pili:e-man had Faith, becauſe Chritt tells him,..qg", Fane. 
his Sing were jorgi1en, but go Forgiveneſs withour Faich z up roſe one firſt, for- 
{oorh 


rat, Þ. 226 
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ſooth ke wis not ſatisfied, then another after him, then Mr, Cotton our Teach- 
er he took up our Paſtor's Caſe, and defended ir, and ten, one after another, 
fell upon him ; Tho' the Text does nor ſay, when gejus aw bis, but thiir Faith, 
it doth hor ſollow but che Palfie-man might be included in the word their ; and 
his Faith pur them on, both the Bearers and Palfie-man had Faith. This was 
roo common in that Church, though the moſt publick, where Seamen and 
all Strangers came. Sir Henry Vane was the Man that did embolden them, 
when Miniſters had done Preaching, he would find Queſtions to put to them, 
though they were Strangers, 


Second Queſtion. 


| Reverend Author out of a Book compoſed | as he tells us ] by ſeveral 
Biſhops and great Doors, and approved by Authority, in King Henry 
the Eighrh's dayes, hath Colle&ed theſe Propoſitions : 
« Firſt, That a Parochial or Congregational-Church Government, is accord- 
« ing to the Church of England, jure Divino, 
« Secondly, That the Dioceſan or National Government 1s jure Humane. 
&« Thirdly, Thar Proteſtants [ excepr ſome obſcure Writer } aſſert, Particular 
<* Churches to be the argwJoy Jex/1nev of Church-Goverement, 
« Among whom, ſaith he, there are theſe differences : 
&« x, The Epiſcopal and Presbyterian differ from the Congregational about. 
« the Extent of particular Churches, 5. e. the Congregational concludes there 
« muſt be nomore than are capable of Perſonal Communion ; The former make 
<« a greater extent, and give too great advantage to Papacy. 
&« 2, They differ concerning the Nature of Diſcipline ; the Congregational be- 
© ing eſteemed an Eſpouſer of « Democracy, the Presbyterian of an Ariftocracy, 
<« the Epiſcopal of 2fonarchy, 


| Burt Mactorrus *, Keckeyman ®, mention another, Ariſto Democratical, and 
Dr. Ames © ſeems to be of rhe ſame judgment } * Theol. Polem. p. 161+ 
> Sy8. Theol. p. 3 * Medul. Theol. p., 1. C. 33: theſ, 20. 


« Royrthly, All Proteftans agree in afferting the Independency of particular 
© Churches, 
Thus far my Author. 


That we may underſtand one another clearly : Suppoſe we then that all the 
Chriſtians im England, that dwell in their ſeveral Pariſhes, were ſuch as deſerved 
the Name of Viſtb!e Saints ; theſe meet every Lords-Day in their Par1ſh-Church 
[as they call ic ] to Worſhip God, where there is but one Paſtor, { LeRurers 
and Readers are bur in few Pariſhes in the Countrey, nor have they avy Power 
in Church-Goverament, } 

I+ Are 


— 
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r- Are theſe the particular Churches you mean, by the words Pavochia! and 
Congregational ? I ſuppoſe my Brother means ſo. 

2. Is every ſuch particular Charch the 79&]y JS x]:xoy of the Power of the 
Keys ? ; 

3. Are all theſe Independent 2 my Brother hath faid 1t- 

Firff, I defire my Brother would Name one fuch Church, which the Apofliles 
d;d Conſiiture bur wich one Teaching Elder or Paftcr, 

Secondly, How you may perſwade the Paſtor to admir the People ro he Rileys 
with them, I cannor eell, but I dowbr we ſhoot have # Monarchical-Gorernment 
ſer up in every Pariſh in England, which you ſay the Biſhops eſpouſe. 

Mr. Norto!, as acute and Learned Divme as Niw- England had, hemp at 2 Meet- 
ing of a»our forty Eiders, one thar was newly come into the Countrey was read- 
1ng to the Elders what his Judgment was about Church-Government : He would 
have it eo he Democratical, quoring Morelius ſeveral times : What have we to do 
with Morel/us, fatd Mr. Norton to me; 1f I cannor prove the Government of the 
Ghurch to be Presbyterial, I will give up our Caufe, 

Thirdly, IF all cheſe particular Churches be In4zprndent, I fear we ſhould have 
wild doings, Experience have proved ir already, If there he one or rwo'Gen- 


marical Fellows, as I have known, you ſhould ſcon fee what wilt become of 
your Parocinal-government. 

Fourthly, Suppoſe the Paſtor be fouily ſcandalized by ſome of his Church, one 
or more, hoy ſhall rhe Government he carryed on? ſhall he be Plaintiff and 
Judge in his own Caſe? I have known a Caſe where a Paſtor had great Offence 
given, I propounded the Caſe ro Dr. Owen *,. whether that Paftor ſhould pro- 
cegd according ro Matth, 18. 15, 16? he told me by no means, when he heard 
my Reaſcen, We (ball meet with hard Cafes.1t we come to ſet ro Government 
indeed, 

Fiſthly, Suppoſe the Paſtor himſelf grow ſcandalous, how ſha!l Government 
be carried on now 2? 

Sixthiy, Good Men and Miniſters are fuvbjet to Paſſions and Infirmiries, 
whence 1t 15 not fit the Government of the church laculd be Commirted to Ong 
alone. 

Sevinthly, To. Govern well 1s a Gift by it ſelf ; a Man may be a good Preacher, 
but no- good Gauirnont, 

Eig'1thly, When our Lord ſent out the Apoſtles, and the Seventy, only to 
Preach, he fent them out by two and rwo, Mar. 6.7. Lib. 10, 1+ Now a fingle 
Paſtor undertakes all. 

Nintl'y, The Jewiſh Synagogues bad ſeveral Elders to carry on the Govern- 
ment 1a one ot their Synagogues, and we bur one, Plas tident Ocali, quam 
Oculis. 

{c is true, our Paſtor with his People may truely be called a Church; as that 
Woman wito had no Arms, bar lield her Pen herween ker Toes, and fo wrote, 
{ | have fecn of her Writing ] may well he faid ro be Animal rationale, a ratio- 
nal Creature 3 but had God inade che Wornan fo at firſt, the Woman had nor 
been a meet hilp ro Man, So here is a Company of Viiible Sxints, one Paſtor, 
here 1s Preaching, Prayer, Adminiſtration of Sacraments, and in ſome- Caſes 
Exctciſe of Diſcipline, (o that it 1s a true Church, but not ſuck.a Church as the 


Apollles ſent by Cirift did Conſltituce, ſufkcient ro anfiver a!l cnds of a Church 5 


(13. 


At this day 
tiemen, of Parſt, Piety and” Pavts, thar ſtick cloſe ro the Mmiſter, and awe the we (re wo- 
People, rmngs may goon queerly ; elſe if there be bur rwo Self-conceited, prag- fl effeits of 


it, 


* An1 Ms. 
Faldo- 


2d, Part of 
the Church, 


P. 138, 
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- *ris imperfeR, defeive, and our Duty is to write after that Copy the Apdſtles 
of Chriſt have ſer us. 

Dr. wen hath proved there ought to be many Elders in every Church, by 

riprures and Reaſons, I think ſuthciently. 

Soon after the Apoſtles in the Primitive Churches, Mr, Clarkſon in his DiC. 
courſe againſt Dioceſan Churches [_ his firſt Book, p, 5. 21. ] hath ſhuwn there 
were more Presbyters.in every Church than were nece{lary. 

In thoſe Virgin Churches in the Valleys of Piedmont, which were never dcf- 
led with Popery, but kept pure from the Apoſtles dayes, [| where I find Ordina- 
tion was with Impoſitien of Hands, contrary to our Men } I read in their low 
Condirion ſeven Elders made a Claſs 3 they carryed on their Government by 
_ Councils ; they had their Confiſtories, and 140 Paſtors heretofore in a 

ynod, 

Whence, this one Teaching Elder, or a ſingle Paſtor in a Church, is a Nove! 
thing, different from the Apoſtles, and the Praftices of the beſt Churches, 

The laſt rime I was with Dr, Owen, diſcourfing ,with him about Church-Go- 
vernment, he was ſaying ro me, I would fain know whether the Governmene 
of rhe Houſe of God'be likely ro be mo!} prevalent, being carryed on by one 

le Paſtor, or by many Elders met together, and ARing in the Name of the 
Lord? I think the Queſtion may be cafily Anſwered, and in Order to it, I 
ſtare the Queſtion : 


Queſt. Whether unto the right Conſtitution of a par- 
ticular Goſpet-Church, it be Neceſlary that all the 
Officers and Members of the Church do meet toge- 
ther in one place at one time, 70 Celebrate all the 
Inſtitutions of Chriſt ? 


The Learned Dr. Owen having changed his Opinion from what it was when 
he wrote his Corntrey Eſſay for the prattice of Church-Government ; when he would 
have the extream of the Diviſion not above eight or ten Miles, ſo the Center not more 
than ſour or five-Miles from any part of it, 8c. He now tells us, To manifeſt that Aſ. 
ſemblies of the whole Church, at once and 1n one place, for the Celebration of Di: inz 
Worſbip, us of the Efſence of a Church, without which it hath no real Being, —— the 
Lord appointed the Males which were the Circumciſed Church, ſhould appear in one place 
roree times a Tear, Exod. 23 14. Deur. 16. 16; 

I did riot think that Place being bur a SubjeR, and Time an Adjun&, ſhould 
be Eſſential to a Church; yea, ſo as no real Bring withour them. 

Neither am I ſatisfied with this Proof : For their Mectings three times a 
Year, were to perform three particular Services, proper to the Jews, and rhar 
but oncea Year, and that aay the Law appointed, and no other, we have no 
ſuch Appointments under the Goſpel : The Lord's Supper which anſwers the 
Paſſover, was Celebrated every Lords-Day 1n the Primuave Churches, 

2ly. Only the 2ſales appeared then ; We think Women and Children as well 
as their Children, are Members of the Church, and ought to appear with the 
Malcs, to W\ orſhip Gcd eyery Lords-Day, 


2/y, When 


* © = 
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aly. When they were in 7eruſalem, the Metropolis of the Kingdom, how did 
their cating the Paſſover in a chouſand, it may be two thouſand ſeveral Houſes, 
anſwer our Parraking of the Lords Supp'y ar one Table in one particular Church ? 
we fhould-have ſo many Churches : The other Feafts were proper to them. 
Nor could they meet in the Courr all at one time to Worihip God, there be- 
ing in David's time, one Million, five hundred and (ecventy thouſand men [ be- 


ſides che Tribes of Benjamin and £2: ] rhar drew Sword. 


The Dr. tells us, The Members of ſich a Chrrch miy and onght to meet occaſional - 
ly in diſtin Aſſemblies, eſpecially in times of Perſocution, for Prayer, Preaching of thi 
Word, mutual Exbortation, &c, And in another place, The conſtant meeting in ons 
place is not beſt for Edification. 

Since he mentions Preaching of the Word, T ſuppoſe he means their Officers 
are with them ro Preach to them, and why nor then as well ro Adminifter the 
Lords Supper as to Preach ? one Scrriprure againſt i I would gladly fee. To 
Baptize, they do nor queſtion, There were three Teaching Elders in Dr. Owa!'s 
Church, Lu only Church that I know of in England, that came up to the 
Apoſtolical Pattern | theſe three might meer rogerher with their Members 
in times of Perſecurion, eſpecially 1n rhree diftinet Aſſemblies, conſequently 
Places, to Pray, ro Preach, to Baprize, and ro Adminiſter. the Lords Supper, 
for any thing I know-our of God's Word : Then may nor we meer in diftin& 
Aſſemblies to ſuch Ends, and yer be bur one particular Church, as his was 3 bar 
for other Ends we may meer 1n one place, 

So in the Countrey Villages we may have many Elders in one particular 
Church, as he ſaith there ought to be, elſe I know nor how we ſhall do for 
Churches in the Countrey. 

But ro come to the Queſtion : If the whole Church meeting together in on? 
place, aud at one time, be eſſential ro a Church, and it hath no rea! Bring withour 
Ir, 'then it muſt be proved : 1+ Either from Divine Precept. Or, 2, From 
the Examples of the Churches planted by the Apoſtles. Or, 3. From forcing 
Reaſons drawn from the Ends of Worſhip. 

For the firſt, I ſee none named, bur Erample is the Proof, and the words 
tn 70 4J]), mentioned 1n the Afﬀs and Corinthians, are the Corner-ftone of this 
Building ; five rimes pious and learned Ames quores theſe words : * Dr. Lightſoot 
hath ſpoken very clearly to theſe words againſt ir. 

I gram, where there are many Elders and much People dwelling fo that they 
can meer conveniently in one place, ro carry on all Church-work, as was the 
Caſe of all the Churches we read of in the Goſpel, being in Cities, there is a 
particular Church without any queſtion. So I yield ro i} 76 v3. 

Bur I wiſh theſe Men who are fo rigid for one place, had bur the experience in 
themſelves which I have obſerv'd in others. Precious Chriſtians, who had no 
Coaches nor Horſes to carry them, but crafie Bodies, yer longing for the Ordi- 
nances, which they might have had, if my Notion might prevail, within ewo 
Stones caſt, bur for this Notion of the One Plzce they muſt Travel two Miles 3 
they do ſo, bur when they come homeart Nighr, they are ſo ſpent and tired that 
ro Bed they muſt goe, the nexr day came Complaining to me,. they had loſt 
the Benefit of rhe Ordinances, they conld mind nothing but their Pain. Many 
Chriſtians having infirm Bodies muft nor enjoy the Ordinances at all, when 


1 Chron, 
21. $, 0. 


1. Boob, 
p. 87. & 
352. 


* Vol. 25-. 
P. 755» 


they might have them the next door ; Hath God no reſpe& to the Bodies of his 


People ? 
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As to the Examples he brings, the Queſtion is, Whether there were no more 
Chriſtians 1n theſe Cities than could meet in one place? 1f nor, then 'tis no more 
than I have yxlded before ; for theſe had many Elders in them to carry on all 
Church-work, which the Dr. faich ought ro be, and 1s the thing 1 ſtand up9n, 
from the Apoſtolical Conſtiturion of Churches, 

But if his Argument from Examples be ſo Cogent, then he muſt bring u: Ex- 
amples our of theſe Cities, where there were more Chriſtians than could meer 
in one place, ar one time, and (o were forced ro meet in mire places, and theſe 
made more 4diftinft Churches, It theſe Examples can be brought, then I yield 
the Queſtion from Examples. 

Buc if no ſuch Examples can be brought, { as I am ſure there is not one in 
all rhe Goſpel ] then the Argument from Examples falls, and 15 of no force, 

Obj. If they did meet in diſtin places, they were, and muſt be ai{tinft Churches? 

Anſw, Bur his Proof is all from Fxarple, and that 1mplies there were ſuch 
Churches de fatto, elſe there could be no Example. 

2, I deny the Conſequence ; for tho* a Number of Chriſtians did (warm out 
of the firſt Church, yet they might have but one Teaching Elder, and ſo could 
not carry on all Church-work 3 and there ought to be many Elders in one 
Church, ſaith che Dr. be they fix or ſeven Congregations, 1t comes to the ſame, 
T have heard that in Lax:aſhire there 1s one great Pariſh Church, and ſeveral 
Chappels belong unto it, in which Miniiters Preach and Adminiſter the Lords 
Supper, which do ſhadow out what I aim ar. 

As to the Examples which are brought, Mede and Fuller, Men of great Learn- 
ing, tell us, that in the firſt Century, Chriftians had a room Dedicated and Ap- 
propriated to the Worſhip of God, {_ what their Deſign 15 | leave L yet they tell 
us it was but a room in ſome private Diſciples Houſe : Nor 1n the ſecond Centy- 
ry had they publick Places ro meet in, ſay our Homilies againſt Idolatry, lib. 2. 

66 


The Lord tells Paul, AQts 18. 10. IT have much People in Corinth : How much ? 
ſo much as may meet in one place in a private Diſeiple's Houſe, when their Ta- 
bles for their Love-Feaſts, &c. are (cr : This is much bonoxr to the Text; 

Several of the Fathers underſtand the word Church, in 1 Corinth. 11.18, to 
be meant the place where the Chyrch met 3 Continins pro Continent», and I think 
It may be ſo well und:rſiood, ouyepyourror viuay, theſe were the Church of 
the belicving Corinthians, that mer rogerher 4y 75 (#xanoia, in the Church. The 
Church here is oppoſed: ro their own Houſes, v. 22, then I know nothing againſt 
it but Wxxancaus, In the 14 chap. 34. may be fo underſtood, Let your Women 
keep ſulence in the Churches; not in che Church, as in the 18th. V. bur Churches; 
ſo that they met in more places than one, 1n Corinth, yer but one Church, 
2 Cor, 2+ 1, 


Our laſt Annotator Tranſlate the words {7} 73 v7), in the 20th, V, for the- 


ſame thing, not the ſame place, and I think his Reaſon 1s good ; and I have won- 
dered that Learned Men ſhould render che words ſo in As 2. 44. Dr. Lightfoot 
faith the words cannot be ſo rendered, and gives other hgnifications of the words, 
that they will not prove the Queſtion. 

As for the Church in Epbeſis, which 1s another Example brought, Paul con» 
tinued there three Tears, AAs 20. 31, The reaſon of his ſtay, a great and effeftual 
door is opened, 1 Cor. 16.8, 9. The Word of Goa grew mightily, As 19. 20. Tr 
grew fo, that they dare venture ro burn the Books that were of Value among 
the Epheſrans, before the face of the People, valued at eight hnndred Pounds the 
leaſt, 


_— et a ——_—. 
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leaſt, AFs 19. 19, Both Jews and Gentiles came in, As 19, 10, 17, And how 
many Chriſtians have we now in Epheſus ? ſo many as may meet in one room 
in a private Diſciples Houſe, Paul's great door, and his word mightily, had bet- 
ter been ſpared, for this 1s but a diſgrace to the Text. 

As for what Fuſtin Martyr writes, that the Chriſtians in the Towns and Villa- 
ges met on the Sunday. 1. How many were there in the Villages > 2. Had they 
any Paſtor in the Villages? 3. How far were theſe Villages from the Towns ? 
Faſtin Martyr faith nothing to theſe Heads. 

Come lower to the Year 252. when the Quarrel was between Coynelius and 
Novatianus. Cornelizs 11 his Epiſtle ro Fabius faith of Novatianus, He was Tgno- 
rant there ought to be but one Biſhop in that Church | of Rome | in which were jorty 
fix Presbztevs, ſeven Deatons, &c 

A little Digreſſion. One Biſoz in Rome. Was not Rome a Metropolis, where 
the Scat of rhe Emperor was ? but then 1t ſhould have been Arch-BiÞop ; bur 
Coyntlius ſaith one ® Hop 1n that Church | of Rome. ] And to this day we 
call the Pcpe, the 8: op of Rome, nor Arch-Biſhop of Rome. Simple Biſhop can 
content Cyprian, Biſhop of Carthage, and Cornelius Biſhop of Rome, which two 
Ciries cauſed bloody Barrels, which of them ſhould be the—E#972'6 of the 
World. How they then can be eſteem'd Men of Truth, we may eafily judge, 
that dare Preach and Prinr, the ſeven Angels of the ſeven Churches in A/i« 
were ſeven Arch-Biſhops, when one hnndred and fixty Years after thoſe Church- 
es, there was no Arch-Biſhop 1n thole great Cities, 

Bur ro goe on — concerning the Church of Fer»ſalem, T Conſent to what 
he faith, and ler it ſtand for our Rule ro AR by; of it Dr, Owen thus writes, 
This Church of Jeruſalem, thus called and collefrd out of the Church of the Fews, 
was the Rule and Pattern of the Diſpoſing of all the Diſciples of Chriſt inro Church 
Societies, in Ob:dience to his Command throughout the World, Cattchiſ. p. 85+ let 
this ſtand, 

How many thodſands of Diſciples did belong to this Church of Feruſalem, we 
cannot tell; but this we find, As 4. 4. there were five thouſand at that time 
and Aits 5.14. Multitudts of Min and Women now were 47did to thoſe five 
thouſand ; In the 6 Af. 9. we read the Number of the Diſciples multiplied in Feru- 
ſalem greatly : I ſuppoſe no Man will ſay theſe were ſuch as we read of 2 A. 
5. 9. Strangers ; if they were, yet it hurts not me, they were all of this Church ; 
and we know Members of Independent Churches in London lived forry Miles 
diſtant from them 1 Here-was Prayer, Preaching, Adminiſtration of both Sacra- 
ments, Ele&ion and Ordination of Officers 3 Terrible Diſcipline, if I mighr (© 
call it, upon Ananias and Saphira, Burt was all this in one place ? No ſure; when 
there were but the three thouſand added, they Brabe Brea1, va] 3imaoy + Berg 
and Gyotius ſpeak fully ro my purpoſe as to the diſtinit places 3 and that by 
Breaking of Bread the Lords Supper 15 intended, as in the 42 v. the Salmur Di- 
vines, A Lajide, Dr. Hammond, Dr. Owen, Mr. Baxter, and others whom 1 men- 
tion nor, do all agree. Nor do I think there 1s any Man will fay they did alt 
partake of the Lords Supper in one Houſe, at one time 3 much leſs then after- 
wards, Thus was their Preaching, AG. $5: 42+ x4] Tixev. 

Ic is certaia then they met in ſeveral diſtin& places, both to Preach and Ad- 
miniſter the Sacrament, yet but one Church. How long it was between the day 
of Pentecoſt and Stephen's Death, I know not z bur ſo long thus was their Praftice, 
and had been longer, 1f that Perſecution had nor befallen them. 

If then the meeting 1n on? place had been ſo eflential ro a Church as the Dr. 
makes 


AR. 2. 46. 
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| makes it, we ſhould have ſeen it here, Surely the Apoſtles, - with whom ove 


Lord had been ſpeaking concerning the things pert aining to bis Kingdom, 1 AQ. 3. fo 
htdy, would not do.any thing contra-eflential ro a Church. Yea, here was 
matter ready prepared for. ſeveral. particular Churches, meeting in ſeveral dis 
Gin& places, for Divine Worſhip, had the Lord pleaſed to have declared thar 
it was his Will, that meeting 1n every ſuch, diſtin& place, ſhould make partts 
cular Church, and ſo have given a Pattern, how all particular Churches ſhould-be 
Conftitured : Here wanted nothing, I ſay, but the Declaration of his Wil, : © © 

We have heard in the time of our Perſecution, that ſeveral thouſands of the 
Scots mer in one Field, to Admimſter and partake of the Lords Supper, ho! 
is was-not a Houſe, 1t was a Place, yet we do nor read that ever the Apoſtles 
did ſo much as once call all che Church together into one place, ro Adminiſter the 
Lords Supper, that they might leave one Example ar leaſt, that in every Church 
there muſt he but One Table, or one 4itar as ſome call it 5 which they might ca- 
faly have done, had one place in their Judgment [| men guided by the Spirir } 
been fo efſential ro a Church as ſome make it now. * | 

Many thouſands of particular Churches make up On? Body of Chrift : Why 
then ſo many parucular Congregations [ where the Members of one Congregati- 
on are known to the others | as there may be Elders ſufficient to carry '6n all 
Church-work, may nor make one particular Church, I know not, It is certain, 
that where only one Paſtor, with a Parochial Congregation make a Church, all 
the Ends of Churches cannor be attained ; nor only Reaſon, bur Experience al- 
ſo hath ſufficiently proved 1t. 

Where a Congregarion 1s ſo far remote from others, and ſo poor thar it can- 
not maintain one Paſtor well, ſuch a People muſt do as well as they can ; but 
where Congregations are nearer, tho' they be poor, [| as I know few that are 
not 7] yet they may Coaleſce into one Church, to atrain all Church-Eads, ſo far 
as our Performance bf Duties to thoſe Ends may condyce, 

Suppoſe there were ſeven Teaching Elders in a parricular Church, there is 
but os of rhefe that Pray, Preach, Adminiſter the Sacraments, Order the Sing- 
ing, at: one time, all the reſt put forth no Official AR, but are Attendants, as 
the Private Brethren. Bur if theſe ſeven were in ſeven Congregations, every 
one is at work, performing theſe Ats. As for other Official As, -as Exerciſe 
of Diſcipline, Ordination, Ele&1on of Officers, &c. they may all meet together, 
and AR jointly ; and thys it was in our Mother Church in Feruſalem, which 1s more 
to me than all that 1s ſaid for One Place, One. Altar, One Biſhop. 'I cannor call te 
mmd-any Church-End, bat-may be attained as well this way, as if they met in 
one Ware alwayes, and better, 


